Britons urged to check loose change for rare and valuable coin errors
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Britons are being advised to examine their loose change carefully for rare minting errors that could unexpectedly hold substantial value. Such coins, which may feature blank spaces, blemishes, or misprinted details, often attract significant interest from collectors due to their scarcity in general circulation.
Among the most notable examples is a 20p coin from 1983 that was mistakenly struck on a copper-coloured blank, differing from the usual cupro-nickel composition. This particular error coin is regarded as one of the rarest and most sought-after by collectors. In 2023, one of these coins was sold on the online auction platform eBay for an impressive £232 after receiving 28 bids.
Another notable variant to watch for is a 2p coin also from 1983, which carries the inscription "new pence" rather than the standard "two pence". Estimates of its value vary, with some experts suggesting it could fetch as much as £1,000, although coins are currently available on the market for lower amounts.
The exact worth of any rare minting error is influenced by factors such as the coin’s condition and collector demand. Individuals who believe they may possess such coins are encouraged to contact The Royal Mint’s Collector’s Service. This department offers authentication and valuation services to confirm the authenticity and estimated worth of unusual or valuable coins.
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