Reform UK candidates accused of sharing extremist content despite vetting claims
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Reform UK is facing criticism over the social media activity of some of its candidates for the upcoming English local council elections scheduled for 1 May. Despite efforts by party leader Nigel Farage to implement a rigorous vetting process amid prior scandals, an anti-racism campaign group, Hope Not Hate, has highlighted multiple instances where candidates have posted content that includes hate speech, far-right conspiracy theories, and praise for extremist figures.
Reform UK, which has registered over 1,600 candidates for this round of elections, aimed to "professionalise" its candidate selection following a series of controversies linked to racism during last year’s general election. Speaking at a campaign event in Dover on 11 April, Farage asserted that the party had instituted "a vetting system that was as good if not better than the other parties" for the current election cycle. He noted, "hundreds of people who applied to be candidates for the county council elections were rejected... often because of repeated use of words beginning with F and C on social media." Farage added that others were dismissed due to "things that were just ridiculous, outrageous, embarrassing."
Nevertheless, Hope Not Hate’s recent findings appear to contradict Farage’s assurances. The campaign group disclosed social media posts made by 14 current Reform UK candidates, scrutinised over a seven-day period by the BBC. Many posts were publicly accessible when the candidates were vetted but have since been hidden or deleted.
Among the disturbing content uncovered by the BBC are posts advocating violence and discrimination, including a candidate suggesting "one big nuke bomb" to remove Islam from the world, and another describing Bradford, a city with a large Muslim population, as a "shithole." Several candidates have promoted the conspiracy theory that Muslims are attempting to "supplant the native population" of the UK.
The BBC identified several specific candidates involved:
Steven Biggs, standing in Pelton, North Durham, posted in August 2015 that "Islam has no place on this earth. One big nuke bomb needed." This post was still visible last week before being deleted. Biggs has also shared links to Britain First, an anti-Islam political party. Attempts to reach Biggs for comment were unsuccessful.
Isaiah-John Smith Reasbeck, a candidate in Hexthorpe and Balby North, Doncaster, tweeted in August last year that "Bradford has one of the biggest Muslim populations in Europe it’s also one of the biggest shitholes in Europe draw your own conclusions." This tweet was visible last week but has been removed since. The BBC’s requests for comment via Reform UK's Doncaster branch have gone unanswered.
Howard Rimmer, contesting Roman Ridge in Doncaster, reposted material linked to the "Traditional Britain Group – Lifeboat" that included references to the "Great Replacement" conspiracy theory, alleging elites seek to replace Western populations with immigrants. He has also promoted graphics titled "How Islam is colonising non-Muslim countries", and several posts supporting far-right activist Tommy Robinson. The BBC contacted the chair of Reform UK's Doncaster branch but has not received a response.
Trevor Bridgwood, standing in Bardney and Cherry Willingham, Lincolnshire, shared a 2015 article titled "The Goal of Muslim Immigration," which argued it served as "a means of supplanting the native population." Bridgwood’s requests for comment were also unanswered.
Hope Not Hate, funded by individual donors and trade unions, describes itself as a nonpartisan campaign combating the organised far-right, which Farage maintains does not include Reform UK. The party is chaired by Zia Yusuf, a Muslim, who has asserted that the new vetting process "while it will not be perfect" is "the most thorough vetting process of any party, I think I can say that with confidence and conviction, certainly at the council level."
In previous instances during this year’s general election preparations, Reform UK withdrew a number of candidates following revelations of offensive social media content. Farage admitted to the BBC at that time, "I had no idea how bad it was. I had no idea that half of these people simply haven’t been vetted - that’s got to change."
As the situation stands, the party has yet to provide a response to the BBC’s inquiries regarding these concerns. The local elections set for 1 May will indicate the level of support for Reform UK amid these controversies.
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