Liverpool to introduce £2 visitor charge on overnight stays from June
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A new visitor charge is set to be introduced in Liverpool this June, marking the implementation of a £2 "tourist tax" on overnight stays in the city. The move, aimed at generating significant revenue to support Liverpool's tourism sector, follows a vote by hotel owners conducted by the Accommodation Business Improvement District (BID).
The Accommodation BID, which represents 83 hotels and serviced apartment providers across Liverpool, initiated a ballot to determine whether hotels would be responsible for levying the charge on guests checking in or out. With a turnout of 53 per cent among those surveyed, 59 per cent of participating businesses supported the plan. This equates to 26 establishments voting in favour and 18 against the introduction of the fee.
Predictions from Accommodation BID estimate that the £2 Visitor Charge could raise up to £9.2 million over the course of two years. Approximately 73 per cent of this income is planned for reinvestment into Liverpool’s tourism industry, with the BID itself overseeing the administration and allocation of the funds.
Liverpool BID Company, which manages the Accommodation BID along with another business district sector in the city centre, described the levy as a means to "turbo charge" the visitor economy in what is the UK’s fifth largest city. Bill Addy, the company’s chief executive, highlighted evidence from other European cities where similar charges have successfully translated overnight stays into major investments. He added that such revenues could enable Liverpool to host internationally renowned events in the future.
Marcus Magee, chair of Accommodation BID, told the BBC that the charge would strengthen Liverpool's hospitality sector’s influence in conversations about the city’s visitor economy, describing this influence as “crucial to the vibrancy and economy of the city”. He also noted that the industry itself had a say in whether the levy would be introduced, as operators will be responsible for administering it.
Despite the projected economic benefits, the announcement has provoked criticism and concern among members of the public, particularly on social media platforms. Many questioned the timing of the charge, pointing out that its introduction during peak summer tourism months could have adverse effects. One user on the social media site X expressed scepticism about the close nature of the vote and the low participation rate, stating, "With such a tight vote, shouldn't [have] gone through and certainly [not] with such a low turnout."
Other commentators argued that the additional charge represented "money for nothing" without any increase in service, or highlighted the administrative burden on businesses required to implement the levy for guests who had already booked accommodations. Questions were also raised regarding the transparency of how the funds would be used, with comments such as, "More money that will vanish into thin air," and "Where does the £2 tourist levy charge go?"
Some potential visitors were reportedly deterred from returning to Liverpool, with one remarking, "All good, won't ever visit again."
The introduction of this levy follows the example set by Manchester in 2023, which became the first British city to impose a tourist tax, charging £1 per room per night. Manchester's City Visitor Charge reportedly raised around £2.8 million in its initial year.
As Liverpool prepares to launch its charge in June, hotel operators will remain responsible for collecting the fee, which reflects a growing trend among UK cities to seek additional funding streams to boost their tourism infrastructure and visitor experiences.
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