Abandoned black cabs in Ilford reveal London’s shifting transport and environmental priorities

[image: ]
In Ilford, East London, an unusual sight has emerged in the form of a car park on Clements Road housing numerous out-of-service black cabs. These vehicles, once emblematic of London's iconic transportation system, now sit abandoned with deflated tyres, shattered windows, and damaged wing mirrors, creating an eerie atmosphere for onlookers.
The presence of these derelict taxis reflects the dramatic changes in London's transport and environmental policies over the past few years. According to the Licensed Taxi Drivers' Association (LTDA), the demand for black cabs drastically fell to approximately 20 per cent during the 2020 lockdown period, when residents were largely confined to their homes. This decline severely impacted the taxi trade.
As London began to reopen, shifts in local government priorities became evident, particularly in relation to environmental concerns. The introduction and subsequent expansion of the Ultra Low Emissions Zone (ULEZ) has had a profound impact on vehicle use across the city. Initially rolled out in April 2019 by then-Mayor Sadiq Khan and first proposed by former Mayor Boris Johnson, the ULEZ originally covered Central London and succeeded in reducing emissions in that area by 20 per cent.
However, since October 2021, the zone has expanded significantly to include all areas within the North and South Circular roads. Vehicles that do not meet specific emissions standards, particularly those manufactured before 2015, are now subject to a daily charge of £12.50 to enter this zone. Many of the black cabs now abandoned in the Ilford car park display number plates indicating that they fail to meet these emissions standards.
This policy has led to a number of older black cabs being retired from service and left in locations such as the Ilford car park, which some describe as a "graveyard" for these once-familiar vehicles. The sight of these taxis offers a tangible illustration of the intersection between shifting urban policies and their effects on local industries and daily life.
For those interested in witnessing this peculiar scene, the Ilford car park on Clements Road offers a unique, if somewhat melancholic, glimpse into the ongoing transformation of London's transport landscape, driven by environmental regulations and changing urban demands.
The MyLondon news outlet is reporting on this development as part of their coverage of local East London news and environmental initiatives.
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