Police launch investigation after human remains found near Bournemouth Tesco
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A significant police investigation has been launched in Bournemouth following the discovery of human remains near a Tesco supermarket. Dorset Police were alerted at 8:41am on Saturday 26 April 2025 after remains were found in a wooded area off Riverside Avenue, close to Castle Lane East. 
Responding officers promptly secured the scene and directed their attention to an abandoned caravan nearby, which local witnesses reported had been left unattended for two to three weeks. Throughout the day, forensic teams and multiple police units remained at the location, conducting detailed examinations.
One local resident, who frequently shops at the Tesco store, described the scene: “I noticed the caravan a few weeks ago, but today it was surrounded by police cars and forensic vans. It’s shocking to think something so serious was happening just metres away.”
Dorset Police confirmed that the remains appear to be non-recent. A spokesperson stated, “Dorset Police received a report at 8.41am on Saturday 26 April 2025 that human remains had been found in a wooded area off Riverside Avenue in Bournemouth. Officers are currently on scene and a cordon has been put in place. A full investigation is underway to establish the identity of the person and the full circumstances of the death, which appears to be non-recent.”
The area around the abandoned caravan remains cordoned off as the investigation progresses. Authorities have advised local residents to avoid the vicinity while forensic and police operations continue.
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