South Ayrshire council leader recorded promising demolition contracts
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Martin Dowey, the Conservative leader of South Ayrshire Council, has been recorded in a meeting apparently promising to facilitate multi-million pound demolition contracts to acquaintances, according to an audio recording obtained by the Sunday Mail. The recording has sparked questions regarding his conduct and the awarding of council contracts.
In the tape from a 2023 meeting held at the council offices, Dowey reportedly described some senior council officers as "f*g useless" and boasted of his ability to sack them, stating, "All the top ones I can sack." He seemed to suggest he could influence contract awards, telling a businessman interested in council contracts: "You will be told the quotes are coming out. You put in your price, we will give you a guestimate of what is happening…" He went on to say that if the business was among the final three bids, the council would decide which to pick, implying potential flexibility in the choice among those bidders.
The discussion included a contract to demolish Ayr’s Station Hotel, which was damaged by fire and slated for demolition. When the businessman queried whether the contract was assured to them, Dowey replied: "Nobody else can do it… you put your bid in as normal and you will get the contract." Dowey also spoke about a council housing project, revealing a tentative budget of £12.6 million for flats and emphasising the need for competitive pricing. During this part of the meeting, he explained that council officers had been "hammered" and were cautious about decisions, adding, "Half of this is my problem because I’m f*g shouting and bawling and telling them they are f***g useless and all that…"
Dowey, aged 56 and formerly a police officer for 25 years in Ayrshire, is also married to Sharon Dowey, a Conservative Member of the Scottish Parliament, and was a parliamentary candidate in the Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock constituency during last year’s general election. 
In response to the allegations, Martin Dowey denied any wrongdoing. Speaking to the Daily Record, he said: "I’m a former police officer. I know the law and I respect it at all times. I reported the approach from this individual to the police and the local authority myself long ago because I suspected something was not right with their approach. I did not help this company to win any contract. They have not received any money from South Ayrshire Council."
Police Scotland confirmed receipt of correspondence relating to the meeting, stating it is "currently being assessed." A spokesperson for South Ayrshire Council noted: "We note that this matter is with Police Scotland, and it would not be appropriate to comment further at this stage."
The recording and subsequent investigations have raised questions about the transparency and governance of contract awards within South Ayrshire Council. The situation is under active review by the authorities.
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