Norwich City Council and Norfolk Police strengthen safety measures in local parks after violent incidents
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Norwich City Council and Norfolk Police are actively engaged in discussions to implement enhanced safety measures in several local parks following a series of alarming incidents. This move comes amid rising concerns over the severity of assaults and anti-social behaviour reported in areas such as Sloughbottom Park and Chapelfield Gardens.
Recent months have seen a wave of incidents that have heightened public unease. Notably, at Sloughbottom Park, four teenagers were arrested this week on suspicion of assault. The arrests followed the circulation of mobile phone footage reportedly showing a 13-year-old boy being struck on the head and subsequently threatened with a knife. Earlier this month, there was also an attack on a 10-year-old boy in the same park. Chapelfield Gardens experienced a serious assault in March, where a man was left "bruised and bleeding."
These events have prompted a re-evaluation of policies concerning the management of city parks. Norwich City Council had previously decided to keep some parks—including Waterloo Park, Heigham Park, and Rosary Cemetery—unlocked overnight. However, following a noticeable rise in anti-social behaviour, such as drug needles found near playgrounds and vandalism of park and café property particularly in Waterloo Park, the council has reversed this decision and reinstated overnight locking.
At a recent meeting, council officers acknowledged the gravity of the situation. One officer stated, "We have seen quite a few reports of anti-social behaviour in our parks recently. Our concern is not so much the number of incidents but the seriousness. We are looking at how we can mitigate some of these or deal with this issue by having a greater police presence in some of those areas."
Efforts to improve safety have already begun, with new CCTV cameras installed in parks to help deter criminal activity. The council emphasised that the issue is being actively addressed, describing the process as "a work in progress."
These collaborative discussions between Norwich City Council and Norfolk Police aim to bolster security measures and restore public confidence in the safety of the city's parks.
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