Iranian man granted asylum despite sex toy smuggling claims
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An Iranian man who previously faced deportation from the UK after being accused of smuggling sex toys into Iran has successfully won an appeal against removal and has now been granted asylum. The individual had initially argued before a lower-tier immigration tribunal that his illegal activities—specifically smuggling vibrators and other adult devices, which are banned under Iranian Islamic law—had brought him into conflict with Iranian authorities, thereby justifying his need for asylum.
However, the lower tribunal rejected his claims, citing inconsistencies in his testimony about the number of boxes smuggled. Court papers reviewed by the Telegraph detailed that authorities' alleged identification of him based on material left behind was deemed “implausible.” Moreover, the tribunal dismissed his assertion that he faced persecution for participating in anti-regime protests and posting political content on social media, suggesting instead that these actions were a ruse intended to secure refugee status.
Undeterred, the man appealed to an upper-tier immigration tribunal, this time focusing specifically on the threat of persecution arising from his political activism. The upper tribunal ultimately ruled in his favour, granting asylum on the basis that returning him to Iran would constitute a breach of his human rights under the Refugee Convention. 
Upper Tribunal Judge Paul Lodato acknowledged the complex nature of the case, stating: “My starting point must be that I should approach the evidence with a degree of caution because he is a man who has been found to have contrived an elaborate and false narrative about the events he claims caused him to flee Iran.” Despite this, the judge highlighted the consistency and persistence of the man’s political expression, noting, “I have examined [the Iranian man’s] Facebook with care. It reveals a consistent and committed outpouring of political opinion over a considerable period. It can be seen that he has been posting anti-regime and pro-Kurdish rhetoric on a regular basis since October 2021.” 
This decision reflects the tribunal’s recognition of a genuine risk of persecution based on political views, outweighing doubts over the smuggling claims. The case also underscores the complexities immigration courts face when evaluating asylum claims intertwined with potential criminal activity and political dissent.
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