New report calls for voting rights for over 4 million UK residents including undocumented migrants
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A new report advocating for expanded voting rights in the United Kingdom was launched in parliament today, proposing that more than four million residents, including those who arrived in the country without legal immigration status, be granted the right to vote. The report was sponsored by Wera Hobhouse, the Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Bath, who welcomed the campaign spearheaded by the Migrant Democracy Project.
The campaign's document argues that the current British electoral system excludes millions of residents who live in the UK but are unable to participate in elections due to citizenship restrictions. It calls for migrant residents to have the right to vote and influence the laws that could shape their future citizenship status. The report highlights demographic shifts, noting that one in six people in England and Wales were born abroad, describing this as a positive development.
Ms Hobhouse formally invited fellow MPs to support the report during its presentation in parliament. The document references Heather Lardy, who has commented on the historical context of voting rights for Commonwealth citizens, linking current restrictions to the colonial history of the United Kingdom. The report points out that in some parliamentary constituencies, more than 30,000 residents are ineligible to vote, with Kensington and Bayswater experiencing the highest number, nearly 33,000.
Implementing the recommendations of the report, which includes enfranchising the estimated 4.4 million additional voters, could entail financial costs estimated at up to £92 million over five years.
The report has faced criticism from Conservative MP Neil O’Brien. Speaking to the Express, he stated, “Wera Hobhouse is sponsoring the launch of this report in the Commons later on. It argues we should give the vote to an extra 4.4 million people – including those who arrived illegally – because restricting voting to British citizens is ‘colonial’.” Ms Hobhouse responded by calling these claims “totally false.”
The Express is reporting on the unfolding parliamentary debate surrounding this proposed change to the UK’s voting system.
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