Beachcomber discovers Second World War gas mask on West Runton beach
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John Aldridge, an avid beachcomber with a penchant for crafting items from driftwood, made an intriguing historical discovery while exploring the groynes at West Runton beach in Norfolk. While initially searching for pieces of driftwood, Aldridge noticed an unusual object partly embedded in the wooden barrier. At first glance, he thought it was a discarded shoe, but on closer inspection, he found something quite different.
"I said, 'Oh look, there's a shoe!' I gave it a bit of a pull and thought, huh? This isn't a shoe; it's got two eyeholes and glass on it," Aldridge recounted. His discovery was revealed to be a Second World War gas mask, a relic from a past era that unexpectedly surfaced on the beach. Using mobile phone reception and Google Lens, Aldridge confirmed his discovery with a mixture of surprise and excitement: "It's the sort of find that makes the hairs on your arm stand up a bit."
Further examination of the gas mask revealed markings on both the glass and the rubber components, notably the number "39," which Aldridge identified as a reference to the year 1939, the outset of the Second World War. This detail helped to contextualise the item historically.
After carefully cleaning the mask with a toothbrush to remove accumulated sand and dirt, John Aldridge now proudly displays the gas mask on a shelf in his home, preserving this tangible connection to the area's history during a turbulent period in the 20th century.
The Eastern Daily Press is reporting this unique finding, highlighting how everyday activities such as beachcombing can sometimes lead to uncovering unexpected pieces of history.
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