Labour candidate faces door slamming during tense Runcorn and Helsby by-election canvassing
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On Tuesday, 29 April, Karen Shore, the Labour candidate for the Runcorn and Helsby by-election in Cheshire, experienced a tense moment while canvassing in the constituency. As she knocked on a resident's door, the occupant responded by slamming the door in Ms Shore’s face. During the brief interaction, the woman expressed her disapproval of the Labour leader, stating she “can’t stand the man,” referring to Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer.
The incident was captured on film by ITV News, highlighting the charged atmosphere surrounding the upcoming by-election. The Runcorn and Helsby by-election is scheduled to take place on Thursday and has attracted a diverse field of candidates. Karen Shore will face challengers including Conservative Sean Houlston, Liberal Democrat Paul Duffy, Green Party candidate Chris Copeman, and Reform Party's Sarah Pochin.
Sir Keir Starmer has acknowledged the difficulty of the election, describing it as “tough,” yet he remains confident in Labour’s position. Speaking about the by-election, he insisted that Labour had “a positive case to tell,” signalling the party’s determination to retain the seat despite the challenging political climate.
The Independent is reporting that tensions among voters and candidates in Runcorn and Helsby reflect a broader national political environment marked by contested loyalties and heated opinions ahead of this closely watched by-election. The results, due later this week, will contribute insights into the current standing of the main political parties in the region.
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