Oxford man detained over ornamental grenade collection later released
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A householder in Oxford was briefly detained by armed police on Monday, 7 April, after officers raided a neighbouring property in Marlborough Road and noticed his collection of ornamental German and Soviet grenades. The man was arrested in front of his neighbours but was released without charge shortly afterwards when Thames Valley Police confirmed the grenades were decorative and not live.
A police spokesperson explained, “The munitions on further investigation were found to be ornamental hand grenades which were not live and were not illegal.” Following this, an officer returned the man’s house keys later in the week, including a decorative Uzi bullet, but the rest of his valued collection remains in police custody.
The man, who has chosen to remain anonymous, expressed frustration over the delay in the return of his items. He told The Oxford Times he felt upset by the experience and concerned that his items might have been destroyed. “I’ve given up hope,” he said. “I feel that it is an injustice. They could have destroyed them by now and it is getting to the point that I am not bothered. I’ve accepted that I am not going to get them back.” The collection, which amounts to several hundred pounds in value, was acquired over a number of years, primarily from London antique shops.
While police have declined to comment further on the case, local city councillor Naomi Waite, representative for Hinksey Park in Oxford City Council, has voiced her support for the householder. Waite told The Oxford Times, “I hope it’s not the case that a lengthy process is required and if it is I would certainly encourage the Thames Valley Crime Commissioner to review this so it’s as easy as possible. I know our local officers work very hard, and I’d always much rather see them out in neighbourhoods combatting crime.”
The man’s prized collection includes a German Stielhandgranate stick grenade and a Soviet Union F1 fragmentation grenade, both historically significant items from the Second World War. Despite his desire to see his collection returned, he acknowledges that pursuing the matter further could be a distraction amid other personal challenges. “If I complained I could get them back, but I have too much going on in my life at the moment. I have been unwell,” he disclosed. “It’s not been a great few years for me and this is just a small part of that.”
The police confirmed the importance of ensuring that all items were legal and safe, reiterating that the grenades, while originally real, were now ornamental and not a threat. The situation remains unresolved as the man waits for the full return of his collection, which has caused a degree of distress in the local community.
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