Romesh Ranganathan criticises West Sussex council over son’s distant school placement
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Romesh Ranganathan, the comedian and host of The Weakest Link, has publicly criticised West Sussex County Council after his youngest child was offered a secondary school place far from their family home, contrary to their preferred school choices. The comedian, aged 47, expressed his frustration after none of the schools he listed as preferences were offered to his son, including the option to attend the same secondary school as his two elder brothers.
Ranganathan reported that despite his efforts to resolve the issue directly with the council, including sending what he described as a "beggy" email, he only received a response after his local Member of Parliament intervened. The council responded that they had conducted an investigation of their school placement procedure and found no fault with it, stating they "can't do anything" to alter his son's placement. Ranganathan described their position as "more than disappointing," emphasising that the situation involved his son's education, which he considers a significant concern.
He told the BBC that due to the distance between his son’s designated school and the schools of his older brothers, he might be forced to arrange taxi transport to ensure punctuality when the term starts in September. In an Instagram post, he labelled the situation a “shambles” and accused the local authority of no longer prioritising applications where children have siblings already attending a school, a factor traditionally given considerable weight in such decisions.
"Not only you're not having that, you're not having any of the schools you put down as a preference," Ranganathan said. "In fact, we placed you at a school the other side of town." He highlighted the importance of schooling, stating: "Isn't your kids' education... aren't you allowed to be worried about it? Anyway, f***ing annoying."
West Sussex County Council told the BBC that they do not comment on individual cases but acknowledged the disappointment when students cannot be placed at their first-choice schools.
This local issue comes amid wider concerns over secondary school placements across England. Data released on National Offer Day revealed that in some parts of London, up to 36% of pupils missed out on their first-choice secondary school, with the figure reaching 26% in other regions. The competition for places at the most sought-after schools remains strong, often influenced by schools’ Ofsted ratings and location.
Pepe Di’Iasio, general secretary of the Association of School and College Leaders, commented in March that demand for secondary school places has been rising for several years and is expected to increase further. He noted that "highly sought-after schools—often in more affluent areas with strong Ofsted ratings—face intense demand," while other schools struggle with lower pupil numbers, creating financial challenges.
Families affected by secondary school placements have the right to appeal if their children are not offered a place at their preferred schools. It is understood that Ranganathan’s son is now on a waiting list while the family hopes for a change in his school placement before the new academic year begins.
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