Two friends stand accused of felling iconic Sycamore Gap tree
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Two friends, Daniel Graham and Adam Carruthers, stand accused of deliberately cutting down the iconic Sycamore Gap tree in what has been described as an act of "mindless vandalism" and a "moronic mission." The incident, which involved using a chainsaw to fell the tree, was filmed on a mobile phone, according to prosecutors presenting the case at Newcastle Crown Court.
The Sycamore Gap tree, located beside Hadrian's Wall, is a well-known natural landmark and a feature of the Northumberland countryside that has been admired by locals and visitors alike. On the morning of the court hearing, Richard Wright KC, prosecuting, outlined the details of the case, emphasising the intentional and skilful method employed to bring down the tree.
Mr Wright told the jury that the approach used by the defendants demonstrated both expertise and determination. He said one of the men cut across the tree’s trunk, causing it to fall and collide with the ancient Hadrian's Wall, while the other recorded the event on Graham’s mobile phone.
The footage, it is alleged, was made as a "trophy" to commemorate the act. Further claims presented at the hearing suggested that the two men joked between themselves after members of the public reacted on social media about the felling. They reportedly congratulated each other on successfully "launching an operation like we did last night."
The Sycamore Gap tree, often featured in photographs for its striking silhouette against the landscape and its proximity to the Roman-era wall, has been a symbol of natural heritage and history in the area. The loss has prompted significant attention and public discussion about the incident.
The Express is reporting that the trial at Newcastle Crown Court continues as details of the case emerge, with the community and wider public awaiting the outcome as the proceedings unfold.
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