Avanti West Coast unveils diversity-themed train amid criticism over punctuality
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Avanti West Coast, the operator of intercity rail services on the West Coast Main Line, has unveiled a new train featuring a distinctive paint scheme that celebrates the diversity of its workforce and the communities it serves. The design, titled "Together We Roll," was created by digital artist Baraka Carberry and adorns all seven carriages of a new Evero train, set to enter passenger service this summer. The artwork showcases scenes of people, culture, colours, and joy, reflecting the vibrant mix of colleagues and communities associated with the company.
The initiative follows a suggestion from Avanti West Coast's frontline workers, highlighting the company's commitment to inclusivity and representation. A director at Avanti West Coast expressed pride in the new train, stating, "We are incredibly proud of the train."
However, the move has attracted criticism from political figures. Shadow Transport Secretary Gareth Bacon criticised the initiative, telling The Telegraph:
"Avanti West Coast can’t run a train on time, but they can find the time and money for virtue-signalling nonsense. While passengers are stranded on platforms waiting for services that never show up, Avanti are busy patting themselves on the back for colourful train paint jobs. This nonsense won’t fix the delays, cancellations, and endless chaos that Labour have caused with their ‘no-strings’ pay giveaway to the unions. Passengers need functioning rail services and deserve better than this farce."
The "Together We Roll" train is part of Avanti West Coast's broader efforts to modernise its fleet. The company has invested £117 million in refurbishing its existing Pendolino trains, enhancing passenger comfort and facilities. Additionally, Avanti West Coast is introducing a new fleet of Hitachi trains, with the first units entering service in October 2024. These new trains are designed to be quieter, roomier, and more energy-efficient, contributing to the company's goal of reducing carbon emissions.
The unveiling of the "Together We Roll" train and the ongoing fleet upgrades underscore Avanti West Coast's commitment to improving its services and reflecting the diversity of its passengers and staff. 
Source: Noah Wire Services
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