Farmers protest outside BBC in Southampton over inheritance tax changes
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Around midday, approximately 40 farm vehicles were parked outside the BBC centre on Havelock Road in Southampton as part of a protest against recent changes to inheritance tax, organisers and participants reported. The demonstration lasted for around two hours. 
The farmers involved objected specifically to the UK government's decision, effective from October 2024, to limit tax relief for farms to £1 million. Protest leaders argued that the media, including the BBC, had not provided sufficient coverage of this policy change, which they contend poses a threat to the viability of family-run farms.
One of the protesters, a farmer identifying himself as Mark from near Bishop’s Waltham, conveyed his concerns about the impact of the tax revision. Speaking to the BBC, he said, "You won’t be able to keep going. The inheritance charge will be so high." Mark expressed frustration that politicians have largely ignored the issue and criticised the media for inadequate reporting. Highlighting this, he remarked on the BBC radio programme The Archers, saying, "It’s taken them forever to mention the fact about the Inheritance Tax."
Mark further referenced a previous large demonstration when 1,500 tractors gathered in London to protest the same issue, noting, "In some parts of the press there was very little mention of that."
No official comment has been made by the BBC regarding the protest. The demonstration in Southampton reflects ongoing tensions within the agricultural community about tax policies affecting farm inheritances, raising questions about the future sustainability of family farming enterprises in the UK.
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