Suspect revisits the tragic shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes amid London’s 7/7 crisis
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In July 2005, London was gripped by a series of traumatic events that have left an indelible mark on the city’s collective memory. Jeff Pope’s drama, Suspect: The Shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes, revisits this period, portraying the harrowing atmosphere following the 7 July bombings, the subsequent failed bombings on 21 July, and the fatal police shooting of Jean Charles de Menezes on 22 July at Stockwell Underground station.
The 7 July bombings resulted in 52 deaths and over 700 injuries, triggering a heightened state of alert across London. Weeks later, the failed bombings on 21 July escalated this fear, as only the terrorists’ detonators exploded. Police were operating under intense pressure during these times, with several key figures at the Metropolitan Police and government involved in managing the crisis.
Pope’s drama unfolds over four parts, with the first two episodes focusing on the bombings themselves, illustrating the chaos and fear permeating London. Scenes include forensic officer Cliff Todd enduring extreme heat in a tunnel filled with body parts, politicians conducting frantic Cobra meetings, and senior Metropolitan Police officials—Commissioner Ian Blair, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Brian Paddick, and Andy Hayman, head of the Anti-Terrorist Branch—handling one of the most significant investigations of their careers.
Jean Charles de Menezes, a Brazilian electrician living seemingly ordinary life in Tulse Hill, is depicted as unrelated to the terrorist activities, albeit residing in the same building as one of the perpetrators, Osman Hussain. The drama details the tragic case of mistaken identity leading to de Menezes’ death, highlighting the immediate police operation and the subsequent misinformation—what the production terms as “lies”—presented to the public following the shooting.
The series sheds light on lesser-known perspectives, including that of Lana Vandenberghe, a Canadian secretary at the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC), who acted as a whistleblower when discrepancies emerged between public accounts and evidence gathered by the IPCC. This aspect of the drama reveals the internal conflicts and scrutiny involved in the aftermath of the shooting.
The final two episodes of Suspect focus on the inquiry and inquest into de Menezes’ death, including a detailed, minute-by-minute reconstruction of the 2008 inquest. The portrayal of the figures involved is nuanced: Cressida Dick, who commanded the surveillance operation leading to the shooting, is shown as resolute and unwilling to admit error, while Ian Blair is depicted with a contentious mix of pomposity and vulnerability. The relationship between Blair and Paddick is portrayed as strained, a reflection of differing views on the police handling of events.
The production eschews dramatic embellishments, instead offering a documentary-style clarity that exposes the procedural and moral complexities of the case. Despite the gravity of the incident, no police officers were charged, and the Metropolitan Police faced a £175,000 fine for breaching health and safety regulations. Cressida Dick subsequently rose to the position of commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, while Blair and Paddick have moved into the House of Lords.
The New Statesman reports that Suspect pays tribute to Jean Charles de Menezes and critiques the circumstances around his death with a subtle yet powerful narrative. The drama’s ensemble cast, including actors Daniel Mays, Conleth Hill, Russell Tovey, Max Beesley, Emily Mortimer, and James Nelson-Joyce, commit to a portrayal that captures the intense and tragic moments of this chapter in London’s recent history.
Suspect is available on Disney+, offering a comprehensive and sobering recollection of one of London’s most turbulent periods in the 21st century.
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