Altona Drive residents fear targeted late-night drive-bys amid Union flag tensions
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Residents of the Altona Drive housing estate in Lisburn, Northern Ireland, are expressing concerns over late-night incidents that they describe as "drive-bys" aimed at intimidating them. Reports indicate that individuals driving through the estate have been targeting certain houses, seemingly identifying occupants they believe do not belong to the Protestant community. The atmosphere has become increasingly unsettling for those living in the mixed-housing area.
One resident, speaking to the Belfast Telegraph, encapsulated the fears shared among the community: “How else can you describe it, they are picking out people they know are not Protestant, it’s very frightening.” This comment reflects broader anxieties prevalent among residents who feel vulnerable in their own neighbourhood.
The situation is heightened by the recent installation of a Union flag in the area, which some locals perceive as a provocatory move. The flag's presence reportedly adds to the unease felt by non-Protestant residents, highlighting community divisions that have historical roots.
In the past few weeks, several residents have reported experiencing these intimidating drive-by incidents during late hours. The targeting of specific homes has raised questions about safety and social cohesion within the estate. Local community leaders and authorities are being urged to address these events, as tensions rise.
The Belfast Telegraph is reporting that there are calls for intervention to ensure the safety of all residents, irrespective of their background. As the community navigates these challenges, the hope remains that measures will be taken to foster a more inclusive environment in Altona Drive.
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