Network Rail footage reveals rise in Gen Z distractions at level crossings
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Network Rail has released alarming CCTV footage designed to illustrate the dangers associated with pedestrian distractions at railway level crossings. The video highlights a series of incidents where individuals, including a teenager engrossed in his phone, failed to remain attentive while navigating these potentially hazardous areas. Additional clips feature a couple pushing a pram who also neglected to heed the safety barrier alarms, further underscoring the risks involved.
Recent research conducted by Network Rail, involving a nationally representative survey of 2,000 British adults, reveals a concerning trend. The findings indicate that members of Generation Z are significantly more likely to be distracted to the point of physical mishaps compared to older generations. Specifically, the study found that 47 per cent of Gen Z respondents reported having walked into something or someone while distracted by their phones, in stark contrast to just 7 per cent of Baby Boomers.
With 1,574 recorded near-miss incidents involving pedestrians at level crossings over the past four years, Network Rail is emphasizing the critical need for heightened awareness and attentiveness in these environments. The company aims to raise public consciousness surrounding the dire consequences that can arise from being distracted in proximity to railway lines. The footage and research serve as a cautionary testament to the need for vigilance when navigating such potentially dangerous situations.
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