Pilot survives cockpit roof detachment thanks to quick action and Paul Hollywood’s timely help
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Pilot Iain Stingemore experienced a harrowing incident shortly after taking off from Manston Airport in Kent around midday on Tuesday. As he ascended a few hundred feet into the air, the cockpit roof of his aircraft unexpectedly detached, leading to a rapid descent into a nearby field off Thorne Hill, Minster. Mr Stingemore, 58, described the frightening moments when he was unable to breathe or see clearly as the situation unfolded. He estimated that it took only about 15 seconds from the malfunction to the crash landing.
In an unexpected twist, the renowned Great British Bake Off judge Paul Hollywood was nearby, undergoing a flying lesson with Polar Helicopters at the time of the incident. Hollywood promptly landed his aircraft and rushed to Mr Stingemore's aid. "Paul Hollywood was having a flying lesson, and he checked to see if I was okay," recalled Mr Stingemore in a statement to KentOnline. He added, "It wasn’t how I planned to meet him but he checked to see if I was okay. I said to him: 'I don’t suppose you planned on doing this on your lesson?'"
Emergency services responded swiftly, with five fire engines arriving at the scene after reports of the 'emergency aircraft landing' were made. The local community rallied together to assist; the owner of a nearby house even came out with tools to help move the aircraft back to the airfield.
Despite the terrifying circumstances, Mr Stingemore attributed his ability to walk away from the crash to his skill and training as a pilot. His experience highlights the unpredictability of aviation and the importance of preparation and training in overcoming emergencies in the air.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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