Two sentenced for smuggling five Vietnamese migrants hidden under rubbish in Eurotunnel van
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Andrew Stainton, aged 48, and Denice Blendell, aged 62, have been sentenced in connection with an attempted human smuggling incident involving five Vietnamese migrants. The two were apprehended in March 2022 when Border Force officers conducted a search of their unregistered van at the Eurotunnel terminal in Coquelles, France.
The migrants were discovered concealed beneath a heap of rubbish, which included an old mattress, various clothing items, and heavy motorbike parts. This form of concealment highlights the extreme measures taken by people-smugglers to evade detection by authorities. 
Stainton, a resident of Burringham Road in Scunthorpe, faced a more severe penalty and was sentenced to three years and nine months in prison. Blendell, who shares the same address, received a shorter sentence of one year and eight months. 
The actions of Stainton and Blendell have drawn attention to the ongoing issue of human trafficking and the lengths to which traffickers will go to transport individuals across borders illegally, often putting lives at risk. The case underscores the ongoing challenges faced by authorities in combating human smuggling operations across Europe.
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