Ugandan High Court judge convicted of exploiting woman after UK trial
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Lydia Mugambe, a 50-year-old Ugandan High Court judge and PhD student at the University of Oxford, was found guilty in March 2023 of multiple charges relating to the exploitation of a Ugandan woman, culminating in a trial at Oxford Crown Court. Prosecutors described Mugambe's actions as taking “advantage of her status” in an egregious manner.
During the proceedings, prosecutor Caroline Haughey KC outlined how Mugambe had manipulated the victim, effectively removing her ability to secure steady employment. The victim was forced to work as Mugambe's maid and provide childcare, illustrating a significant power imbalance exacerbated by the victim's lack of knowledge regarding employment rights.
The court established that Mugambe conspired with Ugandan deputy high commissioner John Leonard Mugerwa to facilitate the woman's entry into the UK. According to the prosecution, this arrangement involved a dishonest exchange, whereby Mugerwa coordinated the Ugandan High Commission's sponsorship of the woman’s entrance into the UK in return for Mugambe's support in a legal case involving Mugerwa.
Jurors were informed that Mugambe had also conspired to intimidate the victim to withdraw her support for the prosecution. Evidence presented included Mugambe reaching out to a pastor to make contact with the victim, as well as communicating with the victim's family to persuade her to retract her statements. 
Mugambe was arrested under the Modern Slavery Act, expressing surprise at the officer’s comments, stating, “I am a judge in my country, I even have immunity. I am not a criminal.” Despite the serious nature of the allegations, she maintained that she had treated the young woman with “love, care and patience,” denying any coercion or exploitation.
The victim, who cannot be named for legal reasons, testified that her experience in the UK was marked by feelings of loneliness and confinement, especially as her working hours were severely limited. 
Following the trial, which exposed a complex interplay of power and exploitation, Mugambe's judicial credentials drew attention, especially given her recent appointment to the UN's judicial roster in May 2023.
Mugambe was due for sentencing on May 2, 2023, a decision that would conclude a high-profile case highlighting issues surrounding human trafficking and exploitation within the UK immigration system.
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