Local councils ready to enforce fines for noisy summer gatherings
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As the summer bank holiday approaches, many individuals and families in the UK are preparing to host barbecues and social gatherings. However, such events may unwittingly lead to legal issues if noise levels exceed acceptable limits. Daniel McAfee, Head of Legal Operations at Lawhive, provided insights on the potential ramifications of receiving a noise complaint connected to such social occasions.
McAfee highlighted that under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, local authorities have significant authority to address noise perceived as a statutory nuisance. This includes noise that disrupts the comfort and enjoyment of others in their homes. “Where excessive noise is determined to substantially interfere with the use and enjoyment of another person's home, local councils are legally obliged to investigate such complaints,” McAfee stated. 
In instances where a statutory nuisance is recognised, councils can issue an abatement notice, mandating the cessation or reduction of noise levels. Failure to comply with such a notice can result in prosecution and fines reaching up to £5,000 for domestic properties. According to McAfee, “This is not an empty threat - these fines are real, and local authorities do enforce them.”
Additionally, the Noise Act 1996 offers local councils supplementary powers to address noise disturbances during the night, defined legally from 11pm to 7am. Although councils can choose whether or not to enforce these provisions, many have opted to take action against excessive domestic noise during these hours.
To mitigate the risk of complaints during summer gatherings, McAfee recommended several practical strategies. He suggested that individuals inform their neighbours in advance about any events likely to generate noise, and stressed the importance of controlling music volume and the level of conversation, particularly after 9pm. 
As residents make plans for outdoor activities this bank holiday, the forecast for warm weather may encourage many to take their celebrations to the garden. However, the potential for neighbourly disputes over noise should remain a consideration, as local authorities have the means to intervene if disturbances occur.
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
1. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/noise--2 - This UK government guidance outlines how local authorities assess whether noise constitutes a statutory nuisance, including factors like noise level, duration, frequency, and the character of the locality.
https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/info/412/noise_problem/690/understanding_noise_nuisance - This council's page explains that under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, local authorities can issue abatement notices for noise nuisances, with fines up to £5,000 for non-compliance.
https://www.huntsdc.gov.uk/environmental-issues/noise-nuisance-pollution/ - This council's page defines statutory nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, including noise from premises, vehicles, equipment, or machinery in the street.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/guidance-accompany-statutory-nuisance-provisions-public-health-etc-scotland-act/pages/14/ - This Scottish government guidance provides an unofficial consolidated version of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, detailing statutory nuisances and local authority duties.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/planning-advice-note-pan-51-revised-2006-planning-environmental-protection/pages/7/ - This Scottish government planning advice note discusses statutory nuisance, including noise and odour, and the role of local authorities in managing these issues.
https://www.hinckley-bosworth.gov.uk/info/412/noise_problem/690/understanding_noise_nuisance - This council's page explains that under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, local authorities can issue abatement notices for noise nuisances, with fines up to £5,000 for non-compliance.
https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/2050315/brits-warned-be-careful-doing - Please view link - unable to able to access data
image1.jpg




