Residents of Garston-under-the-Bridge face escalating anti-social behaviour amid community neglect
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In a recent report from the Liverpool Echo, residents of Garston, particularly in the area known as Garston-under-the-Bridge, have expressed growing concerns over escalating anti-social behaviour. This region is reportedly experiencing some of the highest rates of such incidents across Merseyside, resulting in a community feeling increasingly neglected and endangered.
Garston-under-the-Bridge, defined by its location between the railway bridge on Church Road and the River Mersey, has seen a significant rise in crime and vandalism attributed to local youth gangs. During a discussion held in a children's centre on Banks Road, three long-term residents—collectively having lived in the area for over a century—described an alarming transformation in their environment. One resident, identifying herself as Michelle, recounted her previous experiences with drug dealing in her old neighbourhood, stating, "The police were there every single night, I was terrified living there and so was my son."
Sarah, another local, highlighted the concerning trend of older youths grooming much younger children into criminal behaviours, saying, "You see them walking around and you are thinking, why would a 20-year-old man be hanging around at night with an eight-year-old?" This situation has fostered an atmosphere where young children are allegedly encouraged to commit vandalism, including breaking windows and starting fires.
Data corroborates the residents' fears: Garston reported the highest rate of anti-social behaviour in Merseyside last year, with 345 incidents recorded, equating to 53 reports for every 1,000 residents. The behaviours cited by locals range from vandalism and verbal abuse to gang intimidation and noise disturbances. In light of these issues, the charity Crimestoppers has launched a campaign in the area to promote its anonymous reporting service, aiming to empower residents to disclose information regarding crime without fear of retribution.
Superintendent Karl Baldwin of Merseyside Police acknowledged the complexities surrounding anti-social behaviour, stating, “The causes of anti-social behaviour are complex and there isn’t a quick fix.” He further outlined that Garston will be included in the Antisocial Behaviour Hotspot programme for 2025, which will feature increased police patrols aimed at addressing these community concerns. However, residents have expressed feelings of frustration, as they have witnessed gangs mocking law enforcement during attempted interventions.
Some of the contributors to the local unrest include a series of deliberate fires in the area, notably the arson of the former Woodcutters Social Club on Bonfire Night, which involved youths blocking the road and attacking emergency services. Residents report witnessing rampant activity in their neighbourhoods, with incidents such as illegal street racing and drug dealing occurring with alarming regularity. A resident named Sarah shared her experience of frequent disturbances: “I was woken up and our whole bedroom was blue—there were police Matrix vans, sniffer dogs and undercover cars in our little close.”
Additionally, community members have voiced frustrations over industrial developments in their area, which they feel exacerbate the problems of anti-social behaviour. Local councillor Sam Gorst articulated these sentiments, highlighting the detrimental impact that the current Local Plan has on Garston’s potential for positive growth. “This is preventing more social housing and a new cleaner, greener and safer vision for Garston,” he noted.
The closure of community spaces, such as Garston Village Hall, has also been cited as a contributing factor to the social crisis. Councillor Gorst explained that the lack of accessible venues for youth activities and community gatherings has deprived residents of necessary support and engagement opportunities. In discussions about future strategies, he emphasised the urgent need for collaboration among local authorities, community groups, and residents to revitalise Garston and provide constructive environments for its youth.
As community members continue to grapple with the challenges of anti-social behaviour and a sense of abandonment, the future of Garston remains at a critical juncture. The residents' ongoing struggle highlights a complex interplay of socio-economic factors, local governance, and community resilience as they seek to reclaim their neighbourhood from the grip of escalating crime.
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