secret repurposing hub at Sutton Coldfield boosts Birmingham recycling amid strike challenges
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At the Sutton Coldfield recycling centre in Birmingham, a little-known feature is providing residents with an opportunity to repurpose items intended for disposal. This "secret compartment," distinct from the main waste facilities, serves as a storage unit where items deemed too good for the skip can be placed for resale.
The facility operates in conjunction with the ReUsers charity store, which has gained recognition for rehoming discarded items. Shoppers and donors visiting the recycling centre are encouraged to contribute their unwanted yet usable belongings. A recent visitor, who dropped off tins of chalk paint, was directed by staff to the double-fronted unit, leading to the discovery of an eclectic assortment of potential treasures.
Inside this reusing shed were various items, including a golf bag complete with clubs, lamps, a toaster, household fans, furniture, plant pots, and bicycle wheels. With Birmingham aiming to improve its previously low recycling rates, such initiatives play a crucial role amid ongoing challenges. 
The city's recycling efforts have faced setbacks, particularly due to the impacts of a substantial workers' strike that halted bin collections across the area. This industrial action arises from disagreements over job roles and pay within the waste collection service. Despite the severe disruption, many residents continue to separate their recyclables diligently and bring them to one of Birmingham's five tips.
During this period, the local government has been grappling with budgetary constraints, leading to significant tax increases. Talks between the council and the Unite union, which represents the striking workers, were scheduled for this week. However, expectations for a swift resolution seemed dim following reports of potential pay cuts for bin wagon drivers, adding to the complexities of the ongoing negotiations.
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