Thatcher’s gift of rubber gloves reveals softer side of her relationship with Queen Elizabeth at Balmoral

[image: ]
The Balmoral Estate in Scotland has long been considered a sanctuary for the Royal Family, offering them a rare opportunity to relax and be themselves away from the public eye. This venue holds special significance, especially for the late Queen Elizabeth II, who cherished the freedom and privacy it offered. On 4 May, the nation marked 46 years since Queen Elizabeth invited Margaret Thatcher to form a government, a notable moment that made Thatcher the first female Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
The relationship between the Queen and Thatcher was famously complex, characterised more by formality than personal warmth. Despite this, there were occasional moments of levity. The late Prime Minister made annual visits to Balmoral throughout her eleven years in office, although her experiences there were often marred by discomfort. Thatcher reportedly referred to her stays as “purgatory,” a sentiment that reflects her disconnection from the Royal Family's leisurely lifestyle, including family barbecues and woodland walks.
An anecdote from these visits highlights the peculiarities of their relationship. During one of her stays, Thatcher was taken aback to see Queen Elizabeth engaged in washing up without gloves. This surprising sight seemed to prompt a kind-hearted response from Thatcher, who later sent the Queen a gift of rubber gloves. According to author Lady Colin Campbell, who shared this story in "Secrets of the Royal Kitchens," the gesture was described as “rather sweet,” indicating a light-hearted attempt to ease the Queen’s chores.
This interaction encapsulates the nuances of their dynamic, revealing how even in conditions of perceived incompatibility, gestures of goodwill could emerge. Thatcher’s thoughtful present serves as a small but poignant example of the complexities surrounding their professional and personal exchanges.
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