Aberdeenshire councillor quits Conservatives over nursery closures amid party unrest
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An Aberdeenshire councillor has left the Conservative group in a significant protest related to the closure of local nurseries, a decision that has stirred concern among parents in the region. Robbie Withey, who represents the Huntly, Strathbogie, and Howe of Alford area, announced his resignation in a letter addressed to party leader Gillian Owen and followed it with a message to constituents.
The decision to close several nurseries—including Huntly, Crossroads, and Ballogie—was communicated to families just before the Easter holidays, causing considerable distress among residents. Withey cited the mothballing of Glass nursery in his ward as the tipping point for his resignation, indicating a deep frustration with the current situation.
In his remarks, Withey emphasised the need to transcend the ongoing political blame game between the Scottish National Party (SNP) and the Conservatives. “Both are equally responsible,” he stated in an interview with The Press and Journal. He referred to the financial pressures imposed by the Scottish Government that compel councils to make difficult choices, while also criticising the local council for making what he believes are the wrong decisions in this context.
The resignation comes at a challenging time for the Conservative group in Aberdeenshire. Recently, internal tensions have been made public, highlighted by Owen's derogatory remarks about her colleagues, which were revealed in a text message. Additionally, the Reform party, led by Nigel Farage, has been gaining traction and is reportedly eyeing defections from the Conservative group, with existing members on Aberdeenshire Council likely to expand further in the near future.
According to The Press and Journal, the internal conflict and public fallout over these issues has left the Conservative group visibly frustrated, particularly concerning the dynamics introduced through Owen's leadership. Efforts to reach Owen for a comment did not elicit a response as of Tuesday afternoon. In contrast, a spokesperson for the Scottish Conservative party extended their best wishes to Withey following his departure. 
The situation continues to unfold, with Withey now committed to exploring alternatives that move beyond partisan blame, as parents and community members in Aberdeenshire seek clarity and solutions regarding the nursery closures.
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