Conservatives trail Reform UK and Labour under Badenoch in new poll, reversing Johnson’s lead
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A recent opinion poll conducted by More In Common has produced significant insights into the current standing of the Conservative Party in relation to its competitors, particularly Nigel Farage's Reform UK. The survey indicates that under the leadership of former Prime Minister Boris Johnson, the Conservatives hold a slim three-point lead over Reform UK. However, under Kemi Badenoch, the present Tory leader, the situation changes dramatically, with the Conservative Party trailing by eight points behind Reform and one point behind Labour.
The results of the poll highlight a sharp contrast between the perceived popularity of Johnson and the current position of Badenoch. Notably, Boris Johnson is not a sitting MP, raising questions about his potential re-entry into the political fray. Meanwhile, criticism regarding Badenoch's leadership continues to surface within party ranks, hinting at underlying concerns about the party's trajectory. An anonymous source, cited by The Independent, expressed doubt about Badenoch's capability to lead the party, stating, "We cannot continue as we are and she is just not up to the task."
The findings have sparked speculation about Badenoch's future, as her leadership faces scrutiny amid the rising popularity of Reform UK. Additionally, former Conservative leader Sir Iain Duncan Smith has weighed in on the discourse surrounding potential leadership changes, cautioning against the idea of another leadership election. Writing for a publication, he remarked, "To those few Conservatives now briefing journalists that another leadership election is the answer... they are deluded." His assertion reflects concerns about ongoing instability within the party, which has already witnessed multiple leadership challenges over recent years.
Further complicating the picture, the Conservative Party experienced significant losses in local elections earlier this year, shedding 674 councillors. These developments, coupled with the poll results, suggest a precarious situation for Badenoch as she navigates internal party dynamics and external competition from parties like Reform UK.
As the landscape continues to evolve, the implications for the Conservative Party, particularly with respect to leadership and electoral strategies, remain critical areas of focus for political analysts and party members alike.
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