King Edward VII’s notorious private life revealed through lavish tastes and custom love chair
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King Edward VII, a pivotal figure in British history, died 115 years ago, leaving behind a legacy marked by both his royal duties and a reputation for numerous extramarital affairs. The son of Queen Victoria, Edward's ascension to the throne in 1901 followed a lengthy wait for his coronation, during which he was known to develop a significant public persona.
His marriage in 1863 to Princess Alexandra of Denmark at St George's Chapel, Windsor, produced six children, including King George V. However, reports suggest that Edward's domestic life was overshadowed by his voracious sexual appetite. Many biographers assert that he had at least 50 mistresses throughout his lifetime.
Historians have examined the dynamics of Edward's marriage, suggesting that Queen Alexandra was well aware of her husband's infidelities. Some accounts indicate that she not only accepted his behaviour but also acknowledged many of his lovers. Edward was a frequent visitor to the upscale brothel Le Chabanais in Paris, which became notorious for its lavish atmosphere. He reportedly rented a private room there for years, where he is said to have enjoyed a luxurious sphinx bathtub filled with champagne.
As King, Edward's lifestyle became increasingly extravagant. His weight gain during his later years prompted him to commission a unique piece of furniture: a "love chair," designed by French cabinet maker Louis Soubrier. This custom-made chair allowed the King to engage with multiple partners simultaneously, highlighting the lengths to which he went to maintain his pursuits without hindrance from his physique.
Despite the controversies surrounding his personal life, King Edward VII played a significant role in modernising the monarchy and is often credited with bringing a more approachable and charismatic image to the royal family. His reign initiated a shift in public perception of the monarchy, paving the way for future generations.
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