Suspected travellers occupy illegally excavated site in South Downs during Bank Holiday
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A significant event has unfolded in the South Downs National Park where a group of suspected travellers has occupied a recently disturbed field at Blind Lane, near Petworth in West Sussex. This takeover occurred after developers allegedly began significant excavation work without obtaining the necessary planning permission during the Bank Holiday weekend.
Local residents reported shock as industrial diggers and machinery began to clear the land on Friday morning, transforming an open countryside area into what resembles a building site. The excavation was reported to have continued throughout the Bank Holiday, despite officials from Chichester District Council and Sussex Police visiting the site to address the situation. The residents expressed their concerns, with many taking to social media to voice their discontent.
By Sunday afternoon, an increasing presence of motorhomes and caravans was noted in one corner of the site, indicating a potential long-term occupation by the travellers. At least ten vehicles, including seven caravans and motorhomes, were observed. This situation has particularly caught the attention of local MP Andrew Griffith, who shared the concerns of residents. He stated, “I completely share the outrage and concern of residents about this illegal breach of all respected planning standards and behaviour,” asserting that the developers' actions undermine the planning laws designed to regulate land use.
In response to the emerging crisis, a female council planning officer placed a second notice on the site gate on Monday, highlighting a failure to comply with an earlier stop work order. Local authorities admitted to serving a Stop notice on Friday after the initial illegal activities were reported, but the work continued unabated. 
Chichester District Council is pursuing further legal action, including seeking an injunction, following the breach of the stop notice. A spokesperson from the council emphasised, “We take these matters incredibly seriously,” reaffirming their commitment to enforce planning regulations that protect the countryside, particularly within the South Downs National Park.
As the situation develops, Sussex Police are coordinating with local authorities and the South Downs National Park Authority. They have stated that the matter is civil in nature and are involved in discussions regarding the appropriate steps forward.
The events have drawn attention not only from the local community but also from those monitoring planning and environmental issues across the region. As concerns over illegal developments persist, both residents and officials continue to navigate the complexities of land use and local governance.
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