Vandalism outrage in Royton mounts as community pledges to rebuild damaged park
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A community park in Royton, Oldham, has recently fallen victim to a series of vandalistic acts that have provoked outrage among local residents and officials. Linear Park has reportedly endured significant damage in the past fortnight, as two entry gates were destroyed and an entire picnic bench was dismantled and discarded into the nearby Salmon Fields.
Despite the quick repair of the gates, the local council and community groups are urging anyone with information regarding the incidents to come forward and report this vandalism to the authorities. Councillor Chris Goodwin, Oldham council’s cabinet member for the "Don’t Trash Oldham" initiative, described the situation as "disgraceful," emphasising that a community space has been “ripped up” at a time when it should be available for enjoyment, particularly over the upcoming bank holiday.
Councillor Goodwin further stated, “Anyone with any information should report it to the police so those responsible can be held accountable for their idiotic actions.”
In response to the destruction, Councillor Maggie Hurley from the Royton Independents has pledged to fund the replacement of the damaged picnic bench with a more durable steel version from her ward budget. This initiative aims to "keep the community space vibrant and welcoming," as the local community rallies to address the situation.
The vandalism has sparked a wave of anger and sadness among residents, who expressed their disbelief on social media platforms. Many have described the acts as “sickening” and “very saddening.” Some locals have pointed to a broader trend of increasing anti-social behaviour in the area, citing anecdotal evidence of illegal quad biking, fly-tipping, and reports of youths riding e-bikes while wearing balaclavas.
The vandalism at Linear Park is not an isolated incident. The area has seen a variety of similar destructive occurrences in recent months, including repeated attacks on a pandemic memorial in Shaw and the removal of a Nazi swastika that had been engraved into the lawn at Dogford Park, also in Royton.
The community and its leaders continue to advocate for vigilance and cooperation among residents to combat such acts of vandalism, seeking to preserve the integrity of public spaces in Oldham.
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