Community raises over £10,000 after vandalism devastates Ebbw Vale Owl Sanctuary
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Community Stands Strong Against Vandalism at Ebbw Vale Owl Sanctuary
Last month, the Ebbw Vale Owl Sanctuary faced three shocking incidents of vandalism, as confirmed by Gwent Police. Among these acts of mindless destruction was the complete obliteration of the sanctuary's toilets, a facility essential for staff and visitors alike. Despite this distressing episode, the community has rallied remarkably to provide support, raising over £10,000 through a JustGiving campaign, a testament to the resilience and kindness that often emerges in times of adversity.
Pat Webb, a prominent figure at the sanctuary, expressed both disbelief and gratitude for the overwhelming response from the community. “Our faith in human nature has been restored,” she said, recounting personal stories of generosity, such as a little girl who sold cakes for £70 and a boy who donated his pocket money. The kindness shown by individuals from as far afield as Bath and Bristol highlights the sanctuary's importance as a local institution. “We didn’t think we would get such a response,” she added, reflecting on the emotional impact of the vandalism and the subsequent community outreach.
However, the emotional toll on long-time owner Malcolm Jones, now 86, has been significant. With over three decades of service dedicated to the sanctuary, he remains shaken by the vandalism. Pat noted that Malcolm was so disturbed by the events that he couldn't visit the sanctuary for a week due to the lack of working facilities. The couple is grateful that the owls, the focus of their life's work, were unharmed in the vandalism. Still, their commitment to ensuring the sanctuary remains a safe haven for birds of prey is now paired with persistent concern about the actions of local youth.
The destruction faced by the Ebbw Vale Owl Sanctuary is not an isolated incident. Historically, the sanctuary has endured other forms of violence against its inhabitants. In 2017, two eagles were shot dead, an act that left both staff and the community deeply affected. Such incidents underline a worrying trend of violence against wildlife and serving as a reminder of the fragile connection that exists between humans and nature in the region.
The sanctuary, which currently houses over 60 birds, has also faced challenges from theft. In 2007, thieves stole hundreds of pounds worth of donations, critical for the day-to-day functioning of the sanctuary. Similar incidents have occurred at other local wildlife organisations; in 2016, the Gwent Wildlife Trust reported an attack that resulted in the death of thousands of honey bees, underscoring the broader pattern of vandalism affecting conservation efforts.
While the Ebbw Vale Owl Sanctuary has installed a temporary Portaloo, the complete restoration of facilities is still in progress. The community's support during this tough time is crucial, reminding everyone that, while some may act destructively, many more choose to uplift and protect their local treasures. As Pat Webb poignantly reflected, “It seems to be a sign of the times… but it gives us hope that community spirit can prevail.”
The sanctuary now stands as a symbol of resilience in the face of adversity, drawing not only its strength from the local community’s generosity but also reinforcing the notion that it takes collective action to safeguard the interest of wildlife and preserve the vital role these sanctuaries play in our ecosystem.
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