Police warn parents after young children break into listed Halton Transport depot
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Police Warning After Children Break into Derelict Bus Depot
Recent developments in Widnes have led local police to issue a stark warning following incidents involving children, some as young as six, breaking into a derelict bus depot. Officers have reported engaging with several schoolchildren who entered the former Halton Transport bus depot, located at the junction of Moor Lane and Caldwell Road. The police expressed grave concerns regarding the numerous potential hazards within the crumbling structure, underscoring the risks of serious injury.
In an emphatic message shared through social media, the local constabulary urged parents to discuss the dangers of such trespasses with their children. "Parents, can you please speak with your children and ask them to stay out of this building," a police spokesperson remarked, emphasising the urgent need for awareness before a serious accident occurs. This call to action reflects a growing concern for safety in the area, particularly as incidents of children entering unsafe buildings are not isolated.
The former depot, which has fallen into disrepair since its closure, was the home of Halton Borough Transport, a once-prominent bus service provider that succumbed to financial difficulties and entered liquidation in January 2020. As one of the last council-run bus companies in the UK, Halton Transport struggled with significant financial challenges, reporting a staggering loss of nearly £620,000 in 2019 alone. This was up dramatically from previous years, underscoring a troubling trend that ultimately led to its downfall, with the council having previously extended a £750,000 loan in attempts to stave off collapse.
The derelict structure itself is not merely a forgotten relic but a site of historical importance. Built in 1923, it was recognised as a Grade II listed building by Historic England in November 2020, marking it as a rare, largely intact example of a purpose-built bus depot. This designation provides it with planning protections and reflects its unique status in the history of public transport in England. According to Historic England, the building is an early surviving example from a time when motorised buses began to dominate public transport, highlighting its significance in the evolution of local transport infrastructure.
Widnes Corporation was among the pioneering local authorities in the UK to initiate a bus service, having gained approval for such services via parliamentary act in 1908. The creation of the bus depot further corroborated this commitment, serving as a testament to early investment in public transport. However, following the closure of Halton Transport and subsequent decline of the depot, Halton Borough Council acquired the building for £245,000 in December 2019, as part of broader regeneration plans for the Moor Lane area. Plans to sell the property for £950,000 were announced in 2023, highlighting ongoing efforts to explore the future of the site amidst rising local concerns.
Despite its closure, the former depot and similar abandoned sites pose significant risks for neighbourhoods, especially when children venture into these spaces. Police have previously noted the dangers of trespassing in unsafe buildings, urging communities to remain vigilant. Echoing this sentiment, an officer remarked that the potential for serious injury is high, an assertion that has been echoed in similar warnings regarding other derelict properties in Widnes, such as the former Birchfield Sports and Social Club.
In conclusion, the intersection of historical preservation and public safety remains a critical concern in Widnes. While the former bus depot serves as a reflection of the town’s transport legacy, the risks it poses demonstrate an urgent need for community engagement and preventative measures to protect vulnerable populations, particularly children, from the dangers of trespassing.
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