Residents in Runcorn condemn Labour over unfulfilled pledge to close asylum-seeker hotel
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Residents in Runcorn Express Frustration Over Asylum-Seeker Hotel
In Runcorn, Cheshire, a growing tide of discontent has emerged among residents living near the Daresbury Park hotel, currently being used as accommodation for asylum seekers. Locals accuse Labour of failing to fulfil its pledge to shut down this facility, which has been operational since 2020. Just last week, the party faced a devastating by-election defeat to Reform UK, a result many attribute to persistent concerns surrounding the asylum policy.
The Daresbury Park hotel—which once thrived as a wedding venue and tourist hub—now serves as a temporary home for those awaiting decisions on their asylum applications. Residents report that since the arrival of migrants, crime rates have surged, and essential services, including healthcare access, have dwindled. Many locals have expressed frustration at what they view as inadequate support from the local government, claiming that their communities are being neglected in favour of those housed in the hotel.
Reform UK's newly elected MP, Sarah Pochin, has demanded assurances from Labour regarding the closure of the Daresbury Park hotel. She describes the party's previous commitment to do so as potentially opportunistic, made merely to secure votes in the run-up to the by-election. "The people of Runcorn and Helsby have been let down so often by Labour," she stated, underscoring the decline in local confidence in the party. 
Parallel to these claims, a deeper examination of the hotel’s operations reveals a community grappling with the complexities of immigration policy. Residents have reported seeing hotel occupants engaging in local activities, including gambling, which fuels further resentment. "You can't get a doctor's appointment... yet there are people in there in relative luxury," lamented Peter Robinson, a retired dockworker. Opinions are mixed; while some locals express hostility towards asylum seekers, others are sympathetic to their plight and acknowledge the broader issues within the asylum system as outlined in reports detailing the isolation and limited healthcare access faced by these individuals.
Labour's position on asylum seekers has also shifted recently, especially in response to criticism from right-wing factions. During the campaign for the recent by-election, Labour candidate Karen Shore initially welcomed refugees but later initiated a petition to shut the Daresbury Park hotel. This apparent contradiction has led Reform UK to accuse her of misrepresenting her views to gain voter approval. The political ramifications of these events are significant, as they reflect a broader tension in the UK political landscape regarding immigration and local resource allocation.
The high-stakes nature of the asylum debate has intensified in Runcorn, not only influencing how politicians engage with local voters but also affecting the community's overall sentiment. With allegations of increased crime and dwindling public services, residents are mobilising to demand action. "Nobody has ever asked us if we were happy having hundreds of migrants dumped on our doorstep," said one local, illustrating the disconnect citizens feel with government policies.
As the situation unfolds, further scrutiny of Labour's pledges and the home office's asylum policies remains crucial to understanding the evolving dynamics in Runcorn. The town’s reliance on the Daresbury Park hotel as a temporary asylum facility has become emblematic of a nationwide issue that continues to provoke debate, anger, and calls for change.
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