Blackpool crowned UK’s most entertaining seaside resort as £2bn revitalisation begins

[image: ]
As summer approaches, British holidaymakers are gearing up for coastal getaways, with one seaside resort standing out as the pinnacle of entertainment for tourists. Following an in-depth analysis involving 26 UK coastal towns, experts have crowned Blackpool in Lancashire as the most entertaining seaside destination in the country. This verdict is based on a variety of entertainment metrics, including the number of amusement parks, casinos, live music venues, and local dining options. 
Blackpool is synonymous with classic British holidays, particularly its golden sands, expansive prom, and three iconic piers—North, South, and Central. The resort boasts a remarkable twelve amusement and water parks, including the esteemed Pleasure Beach Resort, known for its thrilling rides and family-friendly atmosphere. Beyond its attractions, Blackpool is home to 13 casinos, more than any other location surveyed, creating a vibrant nightlife that appeals to all ages. With a staggering 67 notable landmarks—including the illustrious Blackpool Tower—this seaside town offers a rich tapestry for visitors to explore, from cultural landmarks to leisure activities.
In a close second place, Brighton is celebrated for its lively seaside culture and extensive options for relaxation and entertainment. This East Sussex gem features four different beaches and an impressive 900 bars and restaurants, making it an ideal venue for both delightful days on the coast and dynamic nights out. Brighton's reputation as a cultural hub is further accentuated by its 58 live music venues and 19 escape rooms, catering to diverse interests. The city's vibrant LGBTQ+ community and its annual Pride celebrations further enhance its appeal, solidifying its status as a must-visit destination.
Ranking third is Southport, which offers a delightful blend of traditional seaside charm and modern appeal. With 15 beaches and numerous landmarks—including the historic Southport Pier—the town presents a serene yet engaging atmosphere for families and couples alike. Current regeneration efforts aim to elevate Southport’s profile, particularly with planned developments like the new Marine Lake Events Centre, promising additional attractions and facilities aimed at further enriching visitors' experiences.
Despite its accolades, not every coastal destination fared well in the survey. Morecambe, famously linked to comedian Eric Morecambe, was found to be the least entertaining destination in the ranking. Limiting facilities such as casinos and amusement parks have led to this less favourable designation, highlighting the importance of diverse entertainment offerings in attracting visitors. 
The findings of this survey come at a pivotal time when staycations are increasingly preferred, allowing travellers to circumvent the inconveniences of airport travel. The emphasis on choosing a destination with a variety of entertainment options is echoed by SuomiCasino, the company behind the study, underscoring that while the British weather is unpredictable, the potential for a fun and memorable getaway exists with the right planning. 
Blackpool, in particular, is not resting on its laurels; the town is undergoing a £2 billion revitalisation project that aims to expand its appeal and extend visitor stays. This involves enhancing amenities, such as new accommodation and attractions designed to avoid the pitfalls of gentrification. Exciting developments like the Showtown museum are set to enrich Blackpool's entertainment narrative, showcasing its storied past with interactive exhibits.
As seaside resorts across the UK prepare for the summer rush, the diversity of experiences they offer ensures that there is something for every kind of visitor. From the bustling attractions of Blackpool to Brighton's bohemian allure and Southport's tranquil elegance, these destinations are poised to provide memorable experiences for all who visit.
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