Trump’s re-election sparks surge of wealthy Americans fleeing to the Cotswolds
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Thanksgiving in the Cotswolds is an elaborate affair, drawing Americans to the quaint market town of Stow-on-the-Wold each November. This gathering, which features glazed turkey breasts and green bean casserole, is a curious fusion of tradition and relocation for many expatriates. Chef Jesse D’Ambrosi, who orchestrates culinary delights rooted in American culture, reflects on this peculiar yet vibrant tableau. “It’s bizarre,” she acknowledges, noting the surge of American families seeking a slice of life in the tranquil Oxfordshire hills, especially amid the political turbulence back home following Donald Trump's re-election.
The sentiment that life in the UK may offer respite is becoming increasingly prevalent. Political uncertainties, particularly those stirred by Trump’s presidency, have prompted many Americans to explore options abroad. The record surge in applications for UK citizenship—over 6,100 applications in 2024, a remarkable 26% rise from the previous year—underscores this trend. Notably, the final quarter of 2024 saw a 40% spike, coinciding with uncertainties and anxieties surrounding Trump's return to the White House.
As Trump's administration continues to incite fear among many, especially women, the allure of the English countryside as a sanctuary seems to resonate with those feeling displaced or threatened. Harry Gladwin, from the local estate agency Buying Solution, observes a distinct uptick in American buyers considering permanent moves to the Cotswolds. Their motivations are varied: seeking stable properties, holiday homes, or a lifestyle that harmonises with long-term plans of living abroad. Notably, the burgeoning tech sector in the US has facilitated wealth accumulation, leading many high-earners to find alternative havens where real estate investments could thrive.
The picturesque Cotswolds has inadvertently transformed into a modern-day Hamptons, full of chocolate-box villages, where the natural beauty and serene lifestyle appeal significantly to affluent Americans. This shift in property dynamics is echoed in real estate analyses; US buyers have recently overtaken Chinese purchasers in London’s prime property market for the first time since 2019, driven by a strong US dollar that makes UK real estate attractive. Luxury brands are responding to this influx: the reopening of exclusive venues and high-end establishments, such as Daylesford Organic—a wellness haven—cater specifically to the newly affluent American clientele.
D’Ambrosi's establishment exemplifies how traditional American commodities—grape jelly, pancake mix—find their way into the Cotswolds, appealing especially to those longing for a taste of home. The growing number of American clients at shops like hers speaks volumes to the shift in demographic preferences, with many Americans opting for lifestyles brimming with nostalgia and culinary comforts.
Wealth management and tax advisory reports tell a similar tale, noting a significant rise in inquiries from Americans wishing to relocate their financial assets to the UK. Sean Cockburn, from Forvis Mazars, highlights the recent removal of the non-domicile tax regime as a push factor for many seeking refuge in the UK. While some view these changes as beneficial for short-term residents due to new tax exemptions, tech workers especially are grappling with the complex implications of US and UK tax liabilities.
Armand Arton, an expert in citizenship matters, elaborates on this exodus, noting that many prominent Americans—particularly Democrats who are vocal against Trump—view relocation as a viable Plan B. Job market trends further underscore this desire for change, with a notable increase in American interest in UK job openings specifically within scientific and medical research fields. Such shifts not only illustrate the psychological impact of Trump's presidency but also present an intriguing economic opportunity for the UK.
While the allure of life in the Cotswolds may be irresistible, many Americans may find themselves confronted with the reality of lower salaries in the UK tech sector compared to their American counterparts. Even as the political landscape persuades them to leave the US, factors like relaxed tax conditions, combined with historical ties and a rich cultural landscape, are rendering the UK more appealing.
As the turbulence of Trump’s political legacy continues to unfold, the Cotswolds stands as an emblematic choice for many Americans seeking stability. From American culinary delights to luxury living, the influx of American nationals reshapes not only the market but also the very essence of life in this bucolic corner of England.
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