British analyst detained in Saudi Arabia over deleted tweet faces secretive trial and family hardship
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A British citizen is facing an uncertain future after being detained in Saudi Arabia due to a now-deleted tweet. Ahmed al-Doush, a senior business analyst at Bank of America, was arrested on 31 August 2024, at King Khalid International Airport in Riyadh while he was preparing to return to the UK with his family. His arrest has raised significant concerns regarding human rights and due process in the Kingdom, especially as he has been held without clear communication about the charges against him.
Ahmed, who resides in Manchester with his wife Amaher Nour and their children, has endured the pain of not being present for the birth of his fourth child, Youssef, in December. His wife was pregnant at the time of his arrest, having been told that his detention was merely a visa issue. Once Nour and their children arrived in Manchester, they received heartbreaking news of his imprisonment, highlighting the abrupt and distressing nature of their separation.
The circumstances surrounding Ahmed's arrest are particularly troubling. Reports indicate that he is being charged under Saudi Arabia's stringent terrorism and anti-cyber crime laws, primarily for posting about the war in Sudan—his homeland—and potentially for his associations with a prominent Saudi dissident's son. Human rights organisations like Amnesty International have condemned his detention, calling for his immediate release. Their sentiments are echoed by other civil liberties groups and legal experts who assert that the Saudi authorities have not publicly justified the actions taken against him.
Compounding the family’s distress, Ahmed has reportedly been denied access to a lawyer for over two months and has been held incommunicado, raising serious questions about violations of international law pertaining to due process. His lawyer, Haydee Dijkstal, insists that under international law, detainees have the right to be informed of the charges against them and to have legal representation—a right that Ahmed has been denied. Dijkstal further emphasises that the lack of transparency surrounding the case starkly contrasts with fundamental legal principles.
Facing immense legal and emotional turmoil, Ahmed's family is struggling financially due to his ongoing detention. As he was working on short-term contracts, his arrest has plunged them into financial insecurity, with his wife having to rely on food banks to provide for their children during this difficult time. The UK’s Foreign Office has indicated that they are aware of the case; however, officials have consistently cited legal protections as reasons for their limited involvement in the proceedings. The Foreign Office has stated that while they are in contact with the relevant Saudi authorities, they cannot interfere with another nation's legal processes.
Recent discussions between the UK Foreign Secretary, David Lammy, and Saudi officials have brought Ahmed's case into the diplomatic spotlight, although the details of those discussions remain largely undisclosed. The Foreign Office's response to Ahmed's case has drawn criticism, particularly from his family and advocacy groups who feel that the UK government should take a more proactive stance in securing his release.
As Ahmed prepares for court hearings, which have been sparsely documented and largely shrouded in secrecy, concerns over his treatment and the legal framework being applied to his case continue to mount. His detention not only raises alarm for the family but also for British citizens contemplating travel to Saudi Arabia, as many human rights advocates argue that cases like Ahmed’s reflect a broader crackdown on dissent and freedom of expression in the Kingdom. 
Ultimately, the unresolved plight of Ahmed al-Doush serves as a glaring reminder of the complexities and challenges surrounding justice in authoritarian contexts, leaving his family in a state of uncertainty and fear for the future.
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