Benidorm bar’s slap shot game sparks safety fears and social media backlash
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A bar in Benidorm has ignited a storm of controversy over its unconventional drinking game, where patrons willingly receive a slap to the face after consuming shots. The Wild Duck, situated in the bustling Spanish resort, shared footage of a raucous gathering wherein a group of 15 participants engaged in what is termed the "Slap Shot" experience. The clips, posted earlier this month, depict men sitting on bar stools, downing shots, and then being playfully splashed with water before receiving a slap from staff members.
While the bar advertises this activity as light-hearted fun for tourists, many social media users have condemned it as "idiotic" and "moronic," asserting that it normalises violence. Comments across various platforms express concerns that such spectacles undermine the spirit of holiday enjoyment and could lead to serious injury. One Facebook user ominously remarked about the potential for "trauma to their brain, neck, and spine," while others threatened to boycott the establishment altogether, stating it encourages reckless behaviour.
In defence of the game, the bar claims that participants are fully informed prior to the slap and may choose between a "soft or hard slap." They assert that safety checks are conducted to ensure no one is hurt in the aftermath. According to a spokesperson for the Wild Duck, the idea was inspired by a viral video and has since become a favourite among their guests, generating significant engagement on social media, with over 120 likes, comments, and shares. They maintained that all activities comply with local laws and regulations and are essentially harmless.
However, concerns over aggressive bar games extend beyond slap contests. Recently, a public health warning was issued regarding another risky practice emerging in Benidorm, where tourists are offered shots for just 50p if they can endure an electric shock for more than ten seconds. This challenge, which can be performed alone or in groups, poses severe health risks that medical professionals have sharply condemned. It is feared that such recklessness might catch on in other bars along the Costa Blanca as the summer season approaches.
In addition to the dangers posed by extreme drinking games, holidaymakers should remain vigilant about safety and personal security during their time in Benidorm. Reports of drink spiking have circulated, with tourists cautioned against accepting unsolicited drinks, particularly free shots, as these can lead to dangerous situations. Online discussions reveal first-hand accounts of drink spiking incidents suffered by unsuspecting visitors. Awareness of such risks is vital for ensuring a safe and enjoyable holiday experience.
The nightlife scene in Benidorm is not without its challenges, as a recent spike in violence has raised eyebrows. Reports of aggressive bouncers and violent incidents have prompted calls for better regulation of security personnel in the area. As the summer months draw in more tourists, the authorities face increasing pressure to ensure safety and a welcoming atmosphere in the town's vibrant nightlife.
As the Wild Duck continues to promote its unique brand of entertainment, the balance between fun and safety remains a crucial dialogue. Tourists must navigate this landscape carefully, ensuring that their holiday memories are made under safe and enjoyable circumstances, rather than in the shadow of reckless games or unsafe practices.
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