Porth’s fourteenth barber shop sparks fears of overcompetition and crime links
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In the small Welsh town of Porth, which is home to just 5,970 residents, the recent decision to open a fourteenth barber shop has stirred significant debate among locals. The new establishment, spearheaded by a Kurdish businessman, will occupy a space in a former amusement arcade on Hannah Street. While the venture is set to proceed following a green light from Rhondda Cynon Taf's planning committee, many residents argue that the town is already oversaturated with hair salons, raising concerns over competition and sustainability in a struggling retail environment.
The planning committee's approval came despite 34 letters of objection, which articulated worries over what many see as an excessive number of barber shops in the town. With this addition, there will now be one barber for every 426 residents, according to the latest figures from the 2021 census. Critics, including local business owners and residents, voice fears that an influx of similar businesses could undermine existing salons, making it difficult for them to remain profitable in an increasingly crowded market.
Snur Abdulhmid, an 18-year-old barber at Porth Barbers, expressed his concern, stating, "There are too many, we don't need another one. If there are too many, no-one can make money." This sentiment mirrors the findings of a survey conducted by the Porth and District Chamber of Trade, which revealed that locals felt an overabundance of certain businesses, especially barber shops and fast-food outlets, detracted from the town's appeal.
The issue extends beyond mere economics; community safety and crime have also been brought into the conversation. Recent reports have highlighted instances of violence and criminal activity associated with barber shops in nearby areas, a concerning trend in a region already grappling with issues of organised crime. In Blackwood, a brawl erupted over competition related to barber shops earlier this year, reflecting how aggressive business rivalries can escalate into violence.
Concerns have also been raised at legislative levels. Gareth Davies, a Conservative member of the Senedd, suggested during a debate that the thriving business of barber shops in Wales, particularly those run by foreign nationals, may be linked to illicit activities such as money laundering. His claims, while controversial, have ignited discussions about the legitimacy of many businesses in the sector and whether they might serve as fronts for criminal enterprises, an assertion that was critiqued for lacking substantiated evidence.
While many barber shops operate legitimately and adhere to regulations, there remains an undercurrent of suspicion regarding some establishments, particularly those linked to certain immigrant communities. In Porth and surrounding areas, the perception persists that some barber shops could potentially serve as conduits for criminal activities, reflecting broader trends where small businesses are exploited by criminal enterprises.
The socio-economic landscape of Porth tells a larger story of a town struggling to reinvent itself against the backdrop of changing consumer habits and economic challenges. Historic retailers, such as a recently shuttered New Look store and a series of once-thriving fashion outlets, have vanished from the streets, leaving a vacuum that many worry will not be filled by more barber shops. Over the years, locals have lamented the decline of diverse retail options and expressed apprehension over the impact of such over-specialisation on the town's vitality.
As Porth prepares for yet another barber shop to open its doors, the community stands divided. While some see potential in revitalising an empty venue, others fear that the decision only underscores broader issues—competition and crime—that could jeopardise the town's future. The ultimate question remains: can Porth sustain such a proliferation of similar businesses, or are its streets destined to become increasingly homogeneous in their offerings? 
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