Shadow Cabinet Secretary demands release of controversial Bridgend sex education presentation
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Shadow Education Cabinet Secretary Natasha Asghar MS has formally requested a copy of the presentation used in Personal, Social, and Health Education (PHSE) lessons in Bridgend County Borough Council schools, following concerns raised about its content. This presentation was developed by ASSIA, a provider engaged by the council to deliver sex education materials aimed at senior school pupils.
Asghar has expressed deep concern regarding the inclusion of references to choking as part of sexual relations in educational content. She remarked, “I remain appalled that anyone involved in educating our children would consider including references to such a dangerous and risky act in educational materials.” Her statement underscores a broader anxiety regarding the safety and appropriateness of material being presented to young people. Alongside her demand for transparency regarding the specific content delivered, she has also called for the council to reconsider its relationship with ASSIA, questioning the initial judgment that defined the presentation as suitable for educational purposes.
This controversy unfolds against the backdrop of a significant transformation in Welsh education regarding Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE). Since the implementation of a new curriculum in 2022, schools in Wales are mandated to teach topics related to gender identity and sexual education. This approach aims to equip students with tools for understanding consent, respect, and healthy relationships, and advocates for inclusivity, particularly with respect to LGBTQ+ themes. Proponents argue that such education is vital for fostering a safe environment for students, with Education Minister Jeremy Miles stating that the curriculum is intended to “keep children safe.”
Opposition to the RSE curriculum, however, persists. Several parents have mounted legal challenges arguing that the content is inappropriate for primary-aged children. The High Court has ruled on multiple occasions in favour of the curriculum, affirming that it does not breach legal protections against indoctrination and that the materials are tailored to be suitable for children’s developmental stages. Yet campaigners from Public Child Protection Wales maintain their stance, asserting that these teachings should not be a compulsory aspect of education and advocating for parental rights to withdraw their children from such classes.
The push for a review of educational content in Bridgend highlights ongoing tensions over sex education in schools—tensions rooted in differing views on what constitutes age-appropriate material. As the council faces scrutiny over its decisions, the debate over RSE is likely to intensify, with calls such as Asghar’s emphasizing the need for accountability in how sensitive topics are introduced to young learners.
The implications of these discussions are profound, not only for education policy in Wales but also for the future of how children engage with topics of consent, identity, and safety. The balancing act between ensuring comprehensive education and addressing parental concerns is shaping a pivotal moment in the landscape of Welsh education. 
As the quest for transparency in Bridgend continues, the wider discourse on sexual education remains fraught, embodying broader societal divides over issues of upbringing, safety, and inclusivity in education.
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