Blackpool’s former Conservative club reopens as a Reform UK pub reflecting rising party influence
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In the heart of Blackpool, a former Conservative club has undergone a significant transformation, rebranding itself as a Reform UK pub. The Talbot, located on Milbourne Street, has been painted in the party's signature bright blue, prominently displaying its logo. This bold move, shared online by Mark Butcher, a candidate who represented the party in the 2024 Blackpool South by-election, reflects a growing political identity for the venue amid shifting local sentiments.
Co-owner Pete Flynn expressed his enthusiasm for the new identity, stating, "We wanted to be the first Reform club... We love Nigel Farage - so it's fantastic." His comments illuminate the deep ties between the establishment and the party, as both he and his business partner are known members of Reform UK. This desire to create a political hub aligns with recent trends, as the party has made considerable gains in local elections across England, invigorating grassroots support and inviting more public engagement.
Reform UK’s electoral success has been striking. In the 2025 local elections, the party celebrated notable victories, securing seats in areas such as Medway and Tendring. Chairman Zia Yusuf has projected that the party could potentially win between 350 to 400 seats in future general elections, a sentiment echoed by recent polling data indicating an upswing in and enthusiasm for the party amongst voters. Such optimism is significant in light of Farage’s long and challenging political journey, having finally achieved a parliamentary seat in Clacton-on-Sea after multiple attempts. His triumph there not only underscores a shift in voter allegiance, stripping away Conservative dominance, but also signals an increasing influence of Reform UK on the political landscape.
The party's recent electoral achievements are further evidenced by a reported increase in vote share of over 9% in council by-elections since the last general election. This surge is attributed to a wider expansion of candidates representing Reform UK and intensified campaigning, indicating a strategic recalibration aimed at translating growing grassroots support into concrete electoral outcomes. The challenge remains, however, to effectively convert this momentum into further successes as the party gears up for critical local elections in May.
As The Talbot adapts to its new role as a Reform UK pub, it epitomises a broader narrative of political mobilisation in Britain. Establishments like this aim not just to serve drinks, but to foster a space where political discussions thrive, echoing a desire for more direct engagement with the changing tides of public opinion. The transformation of The Talbot encapsulates a unique blend of local identity and national political ambition, marking a noteworthy chapter in Blackpool's evolving landscape.
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