Damage to Dundee City Square steps raises alarm over escalating vandalism costs

[image: ]
Damage to the steps at Dundee City Square has reignited discussions surrounding the persistent issue of vandalism in the area, prompting calls for more robust measures to curb the destruction of public property. The concrete steps leading from the square to Crichton Street were found broken and chipped over the weekend, necessitating the prompt closure of the walkway for repairs. Councillor Craig Duncan, representing the Broughty Ferry ward, expressed his firm belief that the damage was intentional, noting, “I don’t think that was in any way accidental and it must be vandalism.” 
Duncan recounted visiting the steps just the day before during the VE Day parade, highlighting that they were in good order at that time. His comments reflect a growing frustration with the impact of such incidents on the public's perception of the city centre. “You want people to come into the city centre but that is a dreadful look. It’s off putting for people coming here. For anyone who cares about Dundee, images and appearances matter,” he added. 
Beyond the aesthetic concern, Duncan pointed out the financial implications of these acts, warning that repairs would ultimately fall on the taxpayers. He contested the council's current approach to vandalism, stating, “There needs to be strenuous measures to identify who does these things.” His call for accountability mirrors a broader sentiment expressed by other local officials regarding the ongoing battle with vandalism in Dundee.
Similar incidents have emerged across the city, including damage to several bus stops, which have also raised safety concerns. Councillor Lynne Short highlighted how vandalism has exposed electric wires, creating risks for both individuals and public transit systems. Xplore Dundee, the bus operator, condemned the vandalism and underscored the council's duty in ensuring public safety. The council has committed to restoring the damaged areas while addressing the growing issue of graffiti, which has plagued the city centre.
Over recent years, Dundee City Council has faced a staggering financial burden due to vandalism, racking up costs exceeding £870,000 against insurance claims since 2017. These figures reveal a systemic challenge; public resources are frequently targeted, draining funds that could otherwise be used for community improvements. Incidents have ranged from minor graffiti clear-ups to significant damage, such as a break-in at the Camperdown Wildlife Park in 2021, further complicating the council's maintenance efforts.
The recent spate of vandalism points to a troubling trend, echoing reports from past months of damaged benches in Albert Square and incidents of anti-social behaviour in the city centre. The council has taken steps to address these challenges, deploying its Rapid Response Team to promptly remove graffiti and repair damage. However, the persistence of these problems suggests a deeper issue that necessitates collaboration between the council, law enforcement, and community members. 
As Dundee continues to grapple with these challenges, the call for more effective strategies to manage public spaces and mitigate vandalism has never been more pressing. Councillors have emphasised the necessity of a concerted effort to maintain the city’s image and ensure a safe environment for residents and visitors alike. Whether through monitoring, community engagement, or enhanced punitive measures, it is clear that action must be taken to preserve the integrity of Dundee's public spaces for future generations.
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