Wales' new 20mph speed limit sees rise in speeding offences due to outdated sat-navs
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Wales has taken a remarkable step in road safety by becoming one of the first countries globally to lower its default speed limit on residential roads from 30mph to 20mph. This policy shift, implemented in September 2023, aims to reduce traffic collisions, enhance public safety, and ultimately save lives. The Welsh Government has positioned this change as a proactive measure to foster safer environments for pedestrians and cyclists, substantially reshaping the landscape of road usage in the nation.
As this initiative unfolds, however, a pressing issue has emerged concerning the accuracy of navigation systems. Despite nearly two years having passed since the new speed limit was introduced, many in-car navigation devices and smartphone applications continue to display outdated speed limits. According to experts at MoneySuperMarket, many factory-fitted car systems depend on SD cards or software that are not regularly updated, thus failing to reflect crucial changes like the new speed limit. Furthermore, popular navigation apps, such as Google Maps and Waze, may also lag behind in integrating these critical updates. The reliance on out-of-date data poses a significant risk for drivers, potentially leading to unintentional speeding and the consequent fines.
In North Wales, reports indicate a steep rise in speeding offences, escalating from 62,742 in 2023 to 97,088 in 2024, with many of these infractions occurring on routes newly designated as 20mph. This troubling trend has prompted experts to urgently advise all drivers in the region to verify their navigation systems and applications. Taking this proactive step could be pivotal in preventing further violations and enhancing road safety.
The importance of paying attention to road signs rather than solely relying on sat-navs has also been underscored by various media outlets. The BBC highlighted that while navigation systems can be convenient, they are not infallible. As drivers adjust to the new speed limits, it is imperative to maintain an awareness of their surroundings, particularly given that initial enforcement efforts will focus on education and raising awareness rather than immediate penalties.
Moreover, the introduction of the 20mph speed limit has already shown promising results in terms of road safety. Recent statistics indicate a 23% decrease in serious road casualties across Wales, suggesting that the new limit is positively impacting public safety. While these figures are encouraging, stakeholders emphasise the need for continuous monitoring to evaluate the long-term efficacy of this policy.
Beyond safety, the Welsh Government's initiative may significantly reshape community behaviour. With roads becoming safer due to reduced speeds, there is a growing expectation that more individuals may be inclined to walk or cycle, supporting improved public health and environmental sustainability. However, the government acknowledges potential challenges, such as possible incremental increases in journey times, which could affect logistics and commuting patterns.
The enforcement of this new speed limit will involve collaborative efforts between the Welsh Government and local police forces. Strategies are being implemented to promote education and engagement within communities, ensuring that drivers are aware of the changes and the rationale behind them. Funding has also been allocated to support enforcement activities, highlighting the government’s commitment to a safer driving environment.
As Wales navigates this transformative period in road safety regulation, it remains crucial for drivers to adapt to these changes proactively. By staying informed and ensuring their navigation devices reflect the latest updates, drivers can contribute to a safer and more conscientious driving culture in Wales.
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