Jeremy Clarkson reveals the unexpected stress of running The Farmer’s Dog pub
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Jeremy Clarkson, known for his role as a presenter on "Top Gear" and "The Grand Tour," has ventured into the hospitality sector with the opening of The Farmer's Dog pub in Asthall, Oxfordshire. Purchased last year for around £1 million, Clarkson has transformed the former Windmill pub into a space he hopes will serve as a community hub, particularly for local farmers seeking respite from their demanding work.
In conversations with the press, Clarkson shared insights into the complexities of running a pub, stating, “There are so many things that you discover about opening and running a pub that you wouldn’t even consider.” He noted the stringent food hygiene regulations and the challenge of hiring staff, which has become increasingly difficult amidst a nationwide staffing crisis in the hospitality sector. As reported, over 400 pubs in the UK shuttered in 2024 due to various pressures, including rising operational costs and changing consumer spending habits.
Despite these industry challenges, Clarkson remains optimistic. He expressed a desire to cater specifically to the farming community, envisioning a spot where they can gather to unwind over a pint when inclement weather halts their work. His right-hand man, farmer Kaleb Cooper, echoed this sentiment, emphasising the importance of social interaction among local farmers. Cooper remarked, “Farmers use the pub way too little because they think they’re too busy all the time. Actually, they need to start using it a bit more and just go for a pint and a chat.”
However, Clarkson’s journey has not been without its tribulations. He revealed that balancing the pub's opening with his farming obligations created immense stress, leading him to realise that running a pub can be “more stressful than running a farm.” He highlighted operational hurdles, from staffing shortages to extensive monthly expenses, such as £27,000 for traffic management and parking marshals, which are necessary to accommodate the influx of visitors attracted by both The Farmer's Dog and his nearby Diddly Squat Farm. These operational challenges underscore the broader struggles faced by many in the hospitality industry during a period of economic uncertainty.
Interestingly, the pub has embraced a distinctly British ethos, showcasing a menu crafted from locally sourced ingredients—save for the quinine used in tonic. This dedication to British fare reflects a growing trend among consumers who are increasingly supportive of local suppliers. Clarkson has even integrated an agricultural theme into the pub’s decor, featuring a vintage tractor suspended from the ceiling to resonate with its rural identity.
Yet, the road ahead remains fraught with obstacles. Clarkson is currently engaging with local authorities over planning disputes concerning parking expansions necessary for accommodating the rising visitor numbers. The proposed changes have sparked concerns about increased traffic and potential environmental impacts, specifically on a nearby ancient burial site.
Despite the hurdles, Clarkson exhibits a resilience that mirrors many small business owners battling through similar adversities. He views this venture as a learning opportunity, expressing commitment to steering The Farmer's Dog towards success. With the backdrop of Clarkson's recent experiences and the rich tradition of British pub culture, there’s hope that The Farmer's Dog can evolve into the community staple he aspires it to be.
In a world where hospitality faces unprecedented pressures, Clarkson's endeavours reflect both the love for local culture and the tenacity required to foster it in the face of adversity.
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