Blackpool’s Talbot pub becomes UK’s first Reform UK venue amid political upheaval

[image: ]
In the heart of Blackpool, the Talbot Conservative Club’s transformation into the first Reform UK pub marks a significant political shift in a city yearning for change. Founded in 1927, the venue’s recent rebranding signifies a departure from its conservative roots, adopting a more radical political stance that resonates deeply within the local community. The club’s landlords, Nick Lowe and Pete Flynn, are unapologetic about their decision to promote Reform UK, a party gaining traction after impressively outperforming both Labour and the Conservatives in recent local elections.
Reform UK’s local election performance has indeed been noteworthy, with the party securing 677 seats and two mayoralties in a result that Nigel Farage described as the “beginning of the end of the Conservative Party.” In a city long neglected by traditional political powers, the announcement of the Talbot's rebranding has been met with enthusiasm by patrons seeking a voice against what they perceive as a failing establishment.
Lowe and Flynn expressed their pride in creating a space that welcomes all, insisting that, amidst a backdrop of declining tourism and abandoned beachfront buildings, the pub stands as a beacon of Reform’s ideals. Their aim is not merely to sell drinks but to champion a political philosophy that aligns with the aspirations of locals frustrated by decades of governmental neglect. Flynn emphasized their commitment, stating, "We did it to promote the pub but also to share the word and policies of Reform. We have no confidence in the Labour or the Conservatives."
The economic landscape in Blackpool has been particularly harsh. Research from the Blackpool Gazette indicates that a considerable number of local pubs face closure due to escalating operational costs, including increased National Insurance contributions and reduced business rate relief. This context amplifies the appeal of the Talbot’s cheap drinks and food, with pints priced as low as £2.60. Regulars have long appreciated the venue for its affordability, making it not only a pub but a critical social hub in a city where median incomes are notably below the national average.
The clientele reflects a broad spectrum of disaffection with current political narratives. Customers at the Talbot, ranging from first-time visitors to longstanding patrons, express a yearning for an alternative to the binary political options historically represented by Labour and the Conservative Party. For many, voting patterns have shifted dramatically. Some, like 64-year-old Steve Atkinson, who has frequented the pub for years, articulate their disenchantment with the traditional parties. “Things have been run down for the last 50 years in Blackpool,” he lamented. “Then all the big businesses came from London, and all the money goes down there.”
Interestingly, the formation of the first Reform pub coincides with wider political changes in Blackpool. Former Conservative leader Tony Williams has recently joined the party, a move he sees as necessary for driving local policy forward without aligning with extremist ideologies. His shift from the traditional party reflects a growing sentiment among former Conservatives who are disillusioned with their party's direction.
At the Talbot, patrons engage in conversations that intertwine personal grievances with national issues, revealing a grassroots activism that is increasingly prevalent as more individuals seek a political movement that resonates with their lived experiences. The bar has become a forum for advocacies and conspiracy theories alike, illustrating a complex social fabric where political identity is crafted in the context of solidarity and shared frustrations.
The Talbot has not only rebranded itself physically but has also become a symbol of political defiance, pulling people towards a party that many believe could disrupt the status quo. As Richard Tice, the leader of Reform UK, has asserted, the party is becoming the "real opposition" to Labour, signalling a potential upheaval in the political landscape of not just Blackpool, but wider Britain as well. 
This newfound identification with Reform signifies not just a shift in political allegiances but a desire for community empowerment amid a backdrop of economic decline and political disillusionment. As Blackpool grapples with its challenges, venues like the Talbot may illuminate a path toward a renewed sense of agency for its residents, one pint at a time.
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