Man charged amid violent escalation in Edinburgh’s gangland war

[image: ]
A man has appeared in court following a series of violent incidents linked to Scotland's escalating gangland war. Fateen Ahmed, 22, from Edinburgh, was arrested on Wednesday after police executed a search warrant in the Gilmerton area. This action was prompted by the attack on a property located on Campion Road and Cumnor Crescent, an area situated near the family home of notorious mob boss Mark Richardson.
Ahmed faces multiple charges, including carrying an offensive weapon, culpable and reckless conduct, and malevolent destruction. He made no plea during his brief appearance at Edinburgh Sheriff Court and has been granted bail, with the date for his next court appearance yet to be confirmed. The violent altercation in question occurred at the weekend, involving masked individuals who were filmed breaking windows and forcibly entering the property.
The atmosphere surrounding this incident is particularly charged, as it is believed to be part of a larger conflict involving Richardson's rivals. Reports indicate that tension in Edinburgh's underworld intensified after a significant quantity of cocaine was stolen from a local crime figure, who remains unnamed for legal reasons. This event has been attributed as a catalyst for the ongoing feud involving Richardson’s associates, with the violence dramatically escalating over the past few months.
The background to Richardson's rise within organised crime is noteworthy. In December 2010, he received a 10-year sentence for orchestrating a major drug trafficking operation, which resulted in the seizure of over 40 kilograms of Class A drugs, valued at more than £2 million. This was pivotal in establishing his standing in Edinburgh’s criminal landscape. Today, he is serving time in HMP Low Moss while his family's safety remains a concern, as highlighted by the recent attack near his home.
The spate of violence is not isolated. Earlier in 2023, concerns were raised following a machete attack on another convicted dealer with links to Richardson, marking a potential resurgence of gang-related activities reminiscent of previous bloody feuds. In a similar vein, the Kinahan cartel has been identified as a significant outside threat, reportedly seeking to undermine Richardson's control over the drug trade in Scotland. This cartel's involvement complicates the already fraught dynamics of regional crime and highlights the international networks that often fuel local conflicts.
Detective Superintendent Paul Grainger has stated that police are actively pursuing leads and conducting further arrests in response to the rising incidents of violent disorder. He urged the public to come forward with any information, signalling that law enforcement are fully committed to quelling the violence permeating the streets of Edinburgh. With 33 arrests already made in connection to this investigation, authorities aim to dismantle the networks responsible for these gangland disputes.
As Edinburgh grapples with these violent clashes, the rivalry between Richardson's associates and competing factions like the Daniel clan continues to escalate, emphasising the pervasive nature of organised crime in the area and the urgent need for intervention. 
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