Emma Thompson champions new documentary on Glasgow’s Kenmure Street protest
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The ongoing production of “Everybody To Kenmure Street” marks a significant commitment to documentary filmmaking that aims to preserve and amplify the events of a pivotal moment in recent British history. This film chronicles the 2021 Kenmure Street protest in Glasgow, where local residents and activists united to block a UK Home Office deportation effort. The unprecedented eight-hour stand-off, which captured widespread attention for its peaceful resistance, highlighted the power of community solidarity and the urgency of migration issues in contemporary Britain.
Directed by Felipe Bustos Sierra and produced by the Glasgow-based company Barry Crerar, the documentary is distinguished not only by its engaging narrative but also by the range of perspectives it encompasses. The filmmakers have amassed extensive footage from the day’s events, which allows for a multifaceted exploration of the protest. Emma Thompson, a renowned actress and advocate for social justice, has recently joined the production team, bringing heightened visibility to the project. “Everybody To Kenmure Street beautifully and powerfully demonstrates the innate and deep decency of our people whilst also highlighting the institutional mannerisms and structures that are the opposite of this,” Thompson stated, expressing her enthusiasm for the project and the significance of the story being told.
The protest, which took place in the Pollokshields area, was not merely a reaction to a single deportation attempt; it represented a broader history of resistance against systemic injustices faced by immigrant communities. The events on that day were part of a growing tide of civic activism in the UK, reflecting public demand for more compassionate immigration policies. The film aims to capture not only the protest's action but also the emotional and social dimensions that fuel collective behaviour under duress.
In a show of community resilience, local residents had organised a peaceful vigil prior to the protest to demonstrate their unity against the Home Office's aggressive tactics. This sense of togetherness is a crucial theme that the filmmakers aim to convey, emphasising that protests like those at Kenmure Street are more than just spontaneous events; they arise from deeply rooted community connections and shared values.
The documentary is currently in production and has successfully launched a crowdfunding campaign, raising over £10,000 to support its completion. The public’s engagement reflects a recognition of the importance of documenting such significant moments in protest history. Anticipation is building as the filmmakers prepare to showcase the first-look footage at the Docs 2025 Scotland Showcase during the Cannes Film Festival, where the global film community will have the opportunity to witness this powerful narrative.
Filming during the protest revealed personal acts of defiance that became emblematic of the day, such as an individual dubbed 'Van Man,' who crawled beneath the immigration enforcement vehicle in an act of physical resistance. This moment, alongside countless others captured on film, serves to illustrate the transformative power of civic action, galvanising community members and drawing international attention to the plight of those threatened by deportation.
The connection between grassroots activism and broader societal issues is something that resonates deeply with Thompson, who has previously been involved in various social and environmental causes. Her commitment is evident not just in this film but also in her participation in climate action initiatives, reflecting a broader narrative of the fight for justice, whether it’s for immigrant rights or environmental sustainability.
“Everybody To Kenmure Street” stands as a testament to the community’s courage and compassion, reflecting the notion that when faced with systemic injustices, ordinary people can rise to extraordinary challenges. The film promises to be more than just a recounting of events; it is poised to serve as an important record of activism, urging current and future generations to consider their role in advocating for a more equitable society. 
As the world watches these stories unfold, “Everybody To Kenmure Street” reinforces the importance of visibility, empathy, and collective resilience in the face of adversity.
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