Far-right influencer David Clews plots Reform UK takeover with neo-Nazi ties in Scotland
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A dark chapter has unfolded in Scottish politics, marked by the audacious manoeuvrings of David Clews, a far-right influencer aiming to embed a cohort of extremist ideologies within Reform UK. Clews, who operates the controversial Unity News Network, is reportedly orchestrating a strategy to expedite the entrance of like-minded individuals into local councils and the Scottish Parliament, all while leveraging the growing popularity of Nigel Farage’s anti-immigration party.
At the heart of this strategy is a collaboration with Patriotic Alternative (PA), a group known for harbouring neo-Nazis and ex-members of the British National Party. Clews has publicly aligned himself with PA’s leader, Mark Collett, furthering the group’s sinister agenda under the guise of political reform. Collett, infamous for his extremist views, recently articulated a clear intention: to “drag Reform to the right", ensuring far-right agendas permeate mainstream political discourse.
This infiltration is not merely theoretical; Clews and Collett are openly discussing their intentions. On social media platforms, they promote a “declaration of intent” which invites followers to assume roles within Reform UK, including candidates for various political offices. Their provocative claim promises “security” and support against perceived threats from “violent antisocial elements.” This alarming rhetoric raises serious concerns about the potential escalation of extremist influence in Scottish politics.
Political figures have sounded the alarm over these developments. Alba Party leader Kenny MacAskill articulated his fears regarding the normalisation of extreme views, coining Reform UK as a “Trojan horse” for dangerous ideologies. Patrick Harvie, co-leader of the Scottish Greens, echoed these sentiments, condemning Reform as a platform for far-right elements drawn in by the party’s populist messaging.
The last local elections demonstrated a growing traction for Reform UK, especially in England, where the party has capitalised on anti-immigration sentiment. Despite persistent warnings about the infiltration of extremists, Nigel Farage and his party remain poised to exploit these political tensions, which may unintentionally provide a fertile ground for Clews and his allies to exert influence.
Clews’ background, which includes a tumultuous political career oscillating between Conservative and Labour affiliations, reveals a consistent thread of far-right leanings. His past connections to various splinter groups, coupled with his dissemination of conspiracy theories and anti-immigration propaganda, underscore a troubling trajectory. Notably, he has amassed a substantial following online, where he rallies supporters around extreme viewpoints, including casting doubt on the legitimacy of COVID-19 vaccinations.
Furthermore, Clews and his associates lay out specific demands aimed at Reform UK, advocating for radical changes such as mass deportations and dismantling environmental protections. Their strategy hinges on cultivating a nationwide recruitment effort, with the aim of swelling their ranks within Reform and leveraging that influence to affect overarching policy.
The public sentiment towards these developments remains mixed. While some may be lured by Reform UK’s populist appeal, others are beginning to recognise the latent dangers posed by the far-right infiltration. Reports have surfaced detailing the private communications of PA, revealing not just extremist rhetoric but also an alarming commitment to promoting racial hatred and anti-immigrant sentiment.
In light of these revelations, it is evident that the struggle against far-right extremism in Scotland is ongoing and fraught with challenges. Opponents of this creeping influence urge vigilance among voters, advocating for a greater awareness of the ramifications tied to extremist infiltration. As Scottish society grapples with these pressing issues, it is imperative that the electorate remains informed and engaged, thereby safeguarding democratic values against the toxic narratives that threaten them.
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