Britain plans new Dad’s Army-style home guard to protect national infrastructure amid rising threats
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Plans are reportedly underway to establish a modern-day home guard in Britain, reminiscent of the iconic citizens' militia from the 1940s, known as Dad's Army. This initiative aims to bolster security around vital national assets such as airports and power plants in response to escalating threats from terrorists and state actors. The proposal, conceived as part of an imminent strategic defence review, heralds a significant shift towards enhanced home security amidst growing geopolitical tensions.
The Ministry of Defence is expected to detail how this new force, comprising thousands of volunteers, will be recruited and operationalised in the coming months, positioning it distinctly apart from existing military reserves. This shift towards citizen involvement in national security reflects a broader recognition of the changing dynamics in global threats, particularly from adversaries such as Russia and its allies.
Recent events have underscored the importance of such enhancements in security. A fire at Heathrow Airport earlier this year disrupted over a thousand flights, impacting approximately 200,000 travellers and exposing vulnerabilities within the UK’s critical infrastructure. This incident accentuates the urgent necessity to reevaluate and strengthen the resilience of essential services, a sentiment echoed by various experts. The lessons learned from previous crises, such as the Covid-19 pandemic, have further highlighted the need for robust defence mechanisms across the board.
The forthcoming defence review, spearheaded by former NATO Secretary-General Lord George Robertson, promises to address these pressing issues. It is anticipated to propose not only the establishment of the home guard but also a significant enhancement of air and ground defence systems. Key recommendations are likely to include integrating high-tech drones and unmanned vehicles into military operations, reflecting strategies observed in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. Defence Secretary John Healey has indicated that the military landscape is evolving rapidly, necessitating adaptation to newer forms of warfare.
While the government is reportedly prioritising defence spending, concerns have emerged regarding its commitment to deliver substantial changes. Tory defence spokesman James Cartlidge cautioned that any investment in the military must be realised without delay, and not simply remain a speculative promise. Labour's previous record on defence funding has also come under scrutiny, raising questions about the political will to support necessary procurement reforms.
The review underscores a critical reassessment of the UK's defence strategy in light of the current global climate, particularly the rising threats posed by nations such as China and Iran, alongside traditional adversaries like Russia. Calls for improved European defence cooperation have emerged, suggesting that the UK's security framework should be more integrated with NATO and EU partners, reflecting a collective understanding of shared threats.
In this context, the establishment of a Dad's Army-style home guard would not merely be a nostalgic nod to the past but rather a pragmatic step towards securing Britain's future. Such a force could not only serve as a deterrent against terrorist attacks but also enhance the capability of traditional military structures by fostering a spirit of community involvement in national security.
As preparations for the review gain momentum, all eyes will be on how effectively the government can navigate the complexities of modern warfare while ensuring that both citizens and critical infrastructure are afforded the protection they require.
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