Farage leverages Reform UK election wins to demand national inquiry into grooming gangs
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Nigel Farage has announced plans to leverage the recent electoral successes of his party, Reform UK, to press the Government for a comprehensive investigation into the ongoing scandal involving child sex grooming gangs. Following the local elections in which Reform UK secured 677 seats and took control of ten councils, Farage aims to mobilise the newly elected councillors to advocate for an inquiry addressing the historical abuse perpetrated by men of Pakistani heritage against predominantly white young girls in areas such as Rotherham and Oldham.
Despite calls from numerous quarters for a national inquiry, the Government has maintained that these investigations should occur at the local level. Reform UK contends that local efforts have been obstructed by Labour representatives in affected areas. Farage has stated that the influence gained through their significant electoral victories, which notably included two councils previously held by Labour, has altered the dynamics of the debate surrounding this issue.
Mr Farage articulated a firm stance, declaring, "We're putting the Government on notice: Reform councils will never sweep abuse by rape gangs under the carpet." The grooming scandal has its roots in a 2001 incident where reports of taxi drivers allegedly involved in the abuse of girls from care homes were brought to the attention of local authorities, yet the first major convictions did not occur until 2010. The issue continued to unfold, with a recent conviction marking a total of 61 offenders since the beginning of the scandal.
A highly anticipated inquiry led by Professor Alexis Jay in 2022 detailed the extent of the abuse and offered 20 recommendations, none of which have yet been acted upon. Farage pointed out that some councillors, such as Simon Evans, deputy leader-elect of Lancashire Council, are already collaborating with victims to advocate for the inquiries necessary to ensure justice. Among them is Elizabeth Harper, who, having become a victim at the age of 13, participated in a rally alongside Farage to raise awareness about the need for change.
However, the political conversation around this issue is fraught with tension. Commons Leader Lucy Powell faced backlash for remarks made on BBC Radio 4’s "Any Questions," where she likened concerns about grooming gangs to "dog whistle" politics, a comment that led to her issuing a clarification to underline that her challenge was against political opportunism rather than the seriousness of the issue itself. This exchange has highlighted the deeply polarised views within British politics regarding the discourse surrounding grooming gangs.
On a broader scale, the political landscape in the UK is undergoing significant transformation. Farage has asserted that his party has surpassed the Conservatives as the primary opposition party following its substantial gains in the May 2025 local elections, evidencing a shift away from the traditional two-party system. This was further reinforced by achievements such as the historic gain of a parliamentary seat in Clacton-on-Sea, where Farage won with a remarkable 46.2% of the vote—marking the largest single-seat swing in modern UK electoral history.
In the wake of these developments, it is evident that discussions around past abuses are gaining new urgency. Justice Secretary Shabana Mahmood has acknowledged the need for accountability, promising a "moment of reckoning" for those who previously overlooked the issues surrounding grooming gangs. Additionally, a forthcoming review by Baroness Louise Casey is expected to conclude with findings related to the societal factors contributing to the abuse.
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper’s office has indicated a willingness to facilitate local inquiries to ensure accountability and safeguard children from future harm. Cooper's spokeswoman noted, "We welcome local areas working with us on local inquiries so we can uncover the truth." This statement hints at an openness to collaboration, albeit within the framework of localised efforts.
As Farage and his party seek to influence policy and public discourse concerning these grave issues, the implications are far-reaching—for both the political landscape of the UK and for efforts to ensure justice and protection for victims of grooming gangs. The Reform UK leader's ambitions may not only reshape local governance but could also herald a new chapter in national politics, as sources predict the party’s potential to gain a substantial number of seats in future general elections.
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